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An Account of Books. 


I. 


Medical Inftruétions towards the Prevention and 
Cure of Chronic or Slow Dijeajes peculiar to 
Women. By John Leake, M. D. Phyjician to 
the Weftminfter lying-in Hofpital, &c. Lon- 
don, 1777. 


A Volume of Practical Obfervations on the 
A acute difeafes incident to women, publifhed 
by Dr Leake about four years ago, met with 
a very favourable reception. The Doétor has 
H 2 thereby 
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thereby, we are ‘told, been in fome meafure 
induced to favour the public with the work 
at prefent before us. In this and the former vo- 
lume, he obferves, tho’ unconnected with each 
other, is contained the treatment of all fuch mala- 
dies incident to women, whether acute or chro- 


nical, as are moft dangerous and difficult of 
cure. 


To examine and reject fuch cuftoms as tend 
to prejudice the underftanding and injure health ; 


to point out the dangerous abufe of powerful 
medicines ; and, to afford women an adequate 
idea of their own diforders, as well as the moft 
gentle and effectual methods of treating them, are 


the intentions, we are told, of thefe medical in- 
dtructions. 


Our author afterwards obferves, however, 
that, although this work was principally in- 
tended for the female fex, yet it confifts of 
fuch doctrines as he has advanced in his public 
le€tures on midwifery, and adopted with fuccefs 
in the courfe of feveral years practice. He thinks, 
therefore, that it will afford ufeful and neceflary 
information to all thofe engaged in that branch 
of fctence, or to fuch as defire a competent know- 
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ledge of the female conftitution, and the true 
nature of its feveral difeafes, 


After an introduction of confiderable length, 
we are prefented, in the firft book of the work 
itfelf, with many ufeful obfervations on the pe- 
riodical difcharge incident to women, in its fe- 
veral ftates of health and difeafe, or the diffe- 
rent diforders that commonly arife in the decline 
of life from the ceffation of that difcharge, 


Dr Leake does not attempt to inveftigate 
the proximate caufe of the monthly difcharge in 
women. He only obferves, that the fuper- 
fluous blood carried off by that evacuation, is 
certainly intended for the fervice of the child ; be- 
caufe, both with pregnant women and nurfes who 
give fuck, the menfes are naturally wanting. With 
the firft, they are confumed by the foetus in the 
womb ; with the laft, by milk drawn from the 
breafts. No other reafon, he obferves, can be af- 
figned, why they fhould come on at the age of 
maturity, and ceafe in the decline of life; or 
even why they do not appear in the infant ftate, 
and continue periodically ever after till extreme 
old age, fince the ftru€ture of the womb, and 


diftribution of its veflels, are nearly alike in all 
thefe periods, 
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Different climates have very different effects, 
Dr Leake obferves, not only on the quanti- 
ty of biood difcharged at each return of the 
menfes, but on the appearance of that dif- 
charge at a more early or late period of life. 
And, as women are not fuppofed to be ca- 
pable of having children till the menfes have ap- 
peared, the Doétor in this manner accounts for 
the women in fouthern climates beginning to 
breed very early, and for their being more fruit- 
ful than in thé icy regions of Lapland, where, it 
is fad, many women menf{truate only in fummer. 
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After enumerating many of the fymptoms 
which ufually precede and attend the monthly 
difcharge, and having given directions for the 
management of women at that period, our au- 
thor obferves, that, for fuch as menftruate with 
difficulty, it is proper gently to open the body 
with magnefia, and afterwards to take an ano- 
dyne pill every night, or oftner, if neceflary, and 


to keep in bed till the fymptoms of violence are 
over. 


Dr Leake, when treating of fuch difeafes as 
proceed from obftructed menfes, takes particu- 
lar notice of chlorofis, and obferves, with refpec&t 
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to it, that, as young females among the lower 
clafs of people, who ufe fufficient exercife, and 
enjoy the freth, open air, are feldom vifited with 
green ficknefs, it may reafonably be prefumed, 
that it often arifes among thofe in a higher fta- 
tion of life, from the want of thefe common be- 
nefits, and that little more than their falutary aid 
is neceflary for its cure. He infifts much, there- 
fore, on a‘proper attention to exercife, air, and 
diet, which, in general, he fays, will effect a cure, 
if perfiftedin for a fufficient length of time. When, 
however, it becomes neceflary to have recourfe 
to medicines, the effects of bark are particular- 
ly extolled, and, together with it, are recom- 
mended Bath, Tunbridge, Pyrmont, and Spa 
waters. 


Among other remedies prefcribed for obftruc- 
ted menfes, which, in general, may be corifider- 
ed ‘asthe caufe of chlorofis, are cupping-glafles to 
the infide of the thighs. ‘Vhefe are applied with 
fuccefs, we are told, among the ladies in Portu- 
gal. ‘The common praét ce of giving fteel, mer- 
cury, hellebore, and other forcing medicines, in 
this diforder, is greatly condemned, as they fre- 


quently occafion habitual {pittings of blood, which 
end in incurable confuinptions. 
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The common opinion, that an obftruétion of 


the menfes is almoft the fole caufe of ill health 


in women, is confidered by our author as very 
ill founded. He looks upon it to be much more 
frequently a fymptomatic than a primary difor- 


der ; and he obferves, that, as an ill {tate of health 


often occafions fuch obftruétions, fo the menfes, 
like other evacuations natural to the body, fre- 


quently return, if health can be again reftored. 


As an immoderate di/charge of the menfes feems 
moft frequently to proceed, either from a weak- 
nefs of the uterine veflels, from a fharp, thin 
blood, or from fome caufe which preternaturally 
increafes its motion, thofe things which give 
{trength to the folids, and balfam to the 
blood, with reft of body and mind, are more e- 
{pecial!y recommended by our author. 


Dr Leake, when fpeaking of the ceffation of 
the menfes, obferves, that more women die a- 
bout this age, than at any other period during 
the years of maturity. For, as many conftitu- 
tional infirmities, he remarks, are relieved by the 
firft approach of the menfes, fo they often re- 
turn at the cefflation of that difcharge. 


To aft the conftitution during that cri- 
tical change which happens at the ceffation of 
the 
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the menfes, and to compenfate for the want of 
that long accuftomed difcharge, bleeding once a 
month, with the ufe of gentle laxatives, are par- 
ticularly recommended, efpecially in ftrong ha- 
bits, where there feems to be an abundance of 
blood. The patient is alfo defired to leffen the 
ufual quantity of animal food, and to live chiefly 
on vegetables, fifh, and fpoon-meats. When, 
however, the patient is delicate, fubject to a fe- 
male weaknefs, night fweats, flufhings in the face, 
and hectic fever, a very difierent courfe comes 
then to be proper. For fuch patients, affes milk, 
jellies, and raw eggs, are recommended, together 
with a moderate ufe of old London porter, or 


Rhenifh wine. 


Should the bleeding piles appear at this junc. 
ture, ulcerous fores break out in the legs, or e- 
ruptions en the fkin, the firft ought not to be 
reftrained, or the laft dried up: For thofe dif- 
charges, under fuch circumftances, are generally 
critica!; and our author has obferved, that, where ; 
they were fuddenly fupprefled, an acute rheuma- 


tifin, hyfterics, convulfions, and even death itfelf, 
have been often the confequence. _ 


Doétor Leake obferves, when treating of the 
fluor albus, that he has attended more patients 
labouring” 
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Jabouring uuder that diforder in ‘the autumn, 
than at any other feafon of the year, efpecially 
when the weather has been uncommonly moift 
and cold. Moft of them were cured by 
change of diet, an increafed perfpiration, and the 
proper ufe of Peruvian bark with aromatics. 
Several, he remarks, who, in fuch feafons, efca- 
ped the diforder, were vifited with bad colds, a 
defluxion of rheum on the throat, or a diarrhoea, 
which were removed by a fimilar treatment. 


In treating of fchirrus and cancer, extirpa- 
tion of the difeafed parts is recommended by 
our author as the only remedy to be depen- 
ded on for a cure. When that operation, howe- 
ver, has not been had recourfe to, from the ob- 
{tinacy of the patient, or other circumftances, 
we are then advifed to make trial of palliatives. 

The principal of thefe are, a low cooling diet, 
blood-letting, gentle laxatives, and opiates. We 
are told, too, that fuch diforders have been the 
better of bathing with the juice of fea-wreck, and 
with a weak folution of falt of tartar in water, 
which muft be ufed milk warm. 


Dr Leake, when fpeaking of the defcent or 
bearing down of the womb, entirely rejects the 
common notion of its proceeding from a weak- 

nef{s 
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nefs or relaxation of the ligaments connected 
with it. The greateft diforder in thefe, could 
not, he is convinced, be attended with fuch an 
effet. The immediate caufe of the complaint 
he attributes to a preternatural weaknefs of the 
vagina, by which the womb comes in a great 
meafure to lofe its ufual fupport. In the cure 
are recommended, confinement to a horizontal 
pofture, a nourifhing diet, Jefuit’s bark, with o- 
ther ftrengthening medicines, and aftringent injec- 
tions. 


Peffaries, which are the common remedies in 
fuch diforders, we are dire&ted in no cafe whate- 
ver to have recourfe to, as they never, we are 
told, anfwer any good purpofe, and frequently, 
by irritating too much, do a great deal of mif- 
chief. Among other-inftances of their bad ef- 
feéts, there is one mentioned, in which the pef- 
fary was obliged to be extracted by the anus, af- 
ter having made its way into the rectum. This 
cafe occurred in St Thomas’s hofpital. 


We have thus endeavoured, in our ufual man- 


ner, to give our readers as clear and concife an 
account as poffible, of the moft important particu- 
lars contained in this firft fix fections of this work. 
But, as almoft every page abounds with very ma- 
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terial facts and ufeful obfervations, we cannot, 
confiftently with the extent of our own under- 


taking, attempt to abridge the remainder of the 
volume, without curtailing the different parts of 
it fo much, as might occafion fome rifks of the 
author’s meaning being mifunderftood. We 
think it better, therefore, merely to enumerate 
the titles of the different fections, by which our 
readers will fee what fubjcéts are treated of, 
and any who would wifh for farther information 
muft apply to the work itfelf. 


In the feventh fection, the author treats of abor- 
tion and barrennefs, and gives rules and cautions 
for the condu& and regimen of women during 
the feveral ages of pregnancy: In the eighth, 
of the haemorrhoids or piles, obftrué&tion or in- 
continence of urine, {trangury, and ulceration of 
the bladder: Inthe ninth, of difeafes of the 
{tomach and bowels: In the tenth, of nervous 
diforders, hyfteric affections, low fpirits, and 
melancho'y: In the eleventh, of confumption, 
or inward decay : In the twelfth, of dropfy : In 
the thirteenth, of difeafes of the fkin, and of 
glandular or cancerous {wellings of the face, neck, 

and 
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and breafts: In the fourteenth, of the influence 
of the paffions on the body and mind, and effects 
of climates or changes of weather on delicate 
conftitutions. Inthe fifteenth, of the falutary 
power of air, diet, exercife, and finple medicines, 
in the prevention and cure of chronic difeafes. 


There is likewife a fupplement to the whole, 
containing inftructions for thofe who confult a 
phyfician by letter, together with feveral fimple 
forms of medicines, occafionally referred to in 
the work. A remarkable fact related by our 
author, when treating. of confumptions, we can- 
not avoid mentioning, as it fets, in a very ftrong 


point of view, the fatal effects of that dreadful 
diforder. 


By the London yearly bills of mortality, it ap- 
pears, that the number of thofe carried off by 
confumptions, makes nearly a fifth part of 
the whole dying by all difeafes put together, 
On examining the feveral bills of mortality 
for the laft fix years, the proportions f{tood thus: 


Sum total of deaths from December 1770 to 
December 1771, 21780, of whom died of con- 


fumptions 4809, being more than a fifth of the 
whole. 
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From the year 1771 to 1772, total of deaths 
26053, of whom died of confumptions 5179, 
being about a fifth of the whole. From 1772 
) to 1773, total of deaths 21656, of whom died of 
| confumptions 2825. From 1773 to 1774, total 
of deaths 20884, confumptions 4242. From 
1774 to 1775, total of deaths 20514, confump- 
tions 4452. From 1775 to 1776, total of deaths 
19048, confumptions 4508, being nearly a filth 
of the whole. 


From the above it appears, that nearly five 
) thoufand people are annually cut off by confump- 
: tions in the cities of London and Weftminfter. 
And, our author obferves, that, on a moderate 
computation, upwards of thirty thoufand people 
muft die yearly in Britain of this deftru€tive ma- 
Jady. Or thefe by far the greateft part, we are 
told, are women, who fall v:étims to this difeafe 


in confequence of irregularities peculiar to their 
jex. 
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II. 


Propofals for the Recovery of People apparently 
drowned. By John Hunter. F.R.S. Vid. 


Philofophical Tranfattions, Vol. LXVI. part 
II. 4to, London. 


HE obfervations here communicated to the 

public, were committed to paper, we are 

told, at the defire of a member of the fociety, late- 

ly eftablifhed in London, for the recovery ot 
perfons apparently drowned. 


As Mr Hunter’s ideas on this fubjeét differ 
confiderably from all thofe who have formerly 
written upon it, in order to their being more clear- 
ly underftood, he thinks it neceflary to fet out 
with ftating fome propofitions. 

Firft, He affirms, that while an animal retains the 


powers, though deprived of the actions of life, 
the caufe of that privation may frequently be re- 


moved ; but, when the powers of life are deftroy- 
ed, the action ceafes to.be recoverable. Second- 
ly, Mr Hunter confiders. part of the living prin- 
ciple to be inherent in the blood ; fora more par- 

ticular 
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ticular account of this doétrine, a former number 
of our Commentaries may be confulted. And, 
laftly, He obferves, that the ftomach fym- 
pathifes with every part of an animal, and that 
every part fympathifes with the ftomach ; there- 
fore, whatever acts upon the ftomach as a cordi- 
al, or roufes its natural and healthy actions, and, 
whatever affects it fo as to produce debility, has 
an immediate effect upon every part of the body. 
Befides this univerfal fympathy between the fto- 
mach and all parts of the body, there are alfo 
peculiar fympathies ; thus, the heart fympa- 
thifes immediately with the lungs. If any thing 
is received into the lungs, which is a poifon to 
animal life, fuch as the volatile part in the burn- 
ing of charcoal, volatile vitriolic acid, and many 
other well known fubftances, the motion of the 
heart immediately ceafes, much fooner than if 
the trachea had been tied ; and from experiments, 


it appears, that any thirg falutary to life, applied 
to the lungs, will reftore the heart’s aétion after 
it has been at reft fome time. 


Violent deaths are divided, by Mr Hunter, into 
three kinds. The firft is, where only a {top is put 
to the action of life in the animal, not, however, 
by any irreparable injury to a vital part. If this 

action 


s 
i 
i} 
ie 
i § i 
he 
a4 
f 
‘ 


> 
; 
> 
¢ 
{ 
; it 
‘ 
a 


COMMENTARIES. 12 


action be not reftored in a certain time, it will be 
irrecoverably loft. ‘fhe fecond is where an inju- 
ry is done toa vitai part. And the third is. where 
abfolute death inftantly takes place in every part, 
as is often the cafe in ftrokes of lightning. 


Now, the prefent confideration is, which of the 
kinds of violent deaths dees drowning come un- 
der ? Mr Hunter thinks it comes under the firft, 
and, on that ground, proceeds to cuntider the 
fubject. 


The lofs of motion in drowning feems to arife 
from the lofs of refpiration, and the immediate 
éffeéts this has upon the other vital motions of 
the animal, at Jeaft this privation of breathing, 
appears to be the firft caufe of the heart’s mo- 
tion ceafing. It is moft probable, therefore, Mr 
Hunter obferves, that the reftoration of bre sting 
is all that is neceflary to reftore the heart’s no- 
tion ; for, if a fufficiency of life ftill exifts to pro- 
duce that effect, we may fuppoie every part e- 
qually ready to move the very inftant in which 
the action of the heart takes place, thcir a€tions 
depending fo much upon it. What mak<cs it 
very probable that the principal effea&t depends 
upon air being thrown into the lungs, is, t'at 
children in the birth, when too much time his 

VoL. V. No 18: I been 
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been {pent after the lofs of that life which is pe- 
culiar to the foetus, lofe altogether the difpofition 
for the new life. Inu fuch cafes there is a total 
fufpenfion of the actions of life, the child remains 
to all appearance dead, and would die, if air was 
not thrown into its lungs, and the firft principle 
of action by thefe means reftored. To put this 
in a {till clearer light, Mr Hunter gives the refult 
of fome experiments made upon a dog in the 


year 1755. 


A nair of double bellows were provided, con- 
{tructcd in fuch a manner, as by one action to 
throw frefh air intothe lungs, and by another to 
fuck out the air which had been thrown in by 
the former, without mixing them together. The 
muzzle of thefe bellows was fixed into the tra- 
chea of a dog, and, by working them, he was 
kept perfe€ily alive. While this artificial breath- 
ing was going on, the flernum was taken off fo 
as to expofe the heart and lungs; the heart con- 
tinued to a@ as before, only the frequency of its 
action was greatly increafed. Mr Hunter then 
{topped the motion of the bellows, and obferved 
the heart become gradually weaker, and lefs fre- 
quent in .ts contraction, til it left off moving al- 
together 5; but, by renewing the operation, the 
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heart began again to move ; at firft very faintly, 
and with longer intermiffions ; but, by continuing 
the artificial breathing, the motion of the heart 
became again as frequent and as ftrong as before. 
This procefs was repeated upon the fame dog 
ten times, fometimes {topping for five, eight, or 
ten minutes. Mr Hunter obferved, that every 
time he left off working the bellows, the heart 
became extreinely turgid with blood, and the 
the blood in the left fide became as dark as 
that in the right, which was not the cafe when 
the bellows were working. Thefe fituations of 
the animal, our author remarks, appear exactly 
fimilar to drowning. 


When affiftance is called in foon after immer- 
fion, blowing air into the lungs, Mr Hunter ob- 
ferves, may, in fome cafes, effect a recovery 3 
but, when any confidecrable time has been oft, 
he advifes ftimulant medicines, fuch as the va- 
pour of volatile alkali to be mixed with the air, 
which may eafily be done, by holding fpirits of. 
hartfhorn in a cup under the receiver of the bel- 
lows. And, as applications of this kind to the 
olfactory nerves tend greatly to roufe the living 
principie, and put the mutfcles of refpiration into 
action, it may probabiy, therefore, be moft pro- 
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per to have air impregnated in that manner 
thrown in by the nofe. To prevent the ftomach 
and inteftines from being too much diftended by 
the air fo injected, the larynx is direéted to be 
gently prefled againit the oefophagus and fpine. 


While this bufinefs is going on, an affiftant 
fhould prepare bed-cloaths, carefully brought to 
a proper degree of heat. Heat our author con- 
fiders as congenial with the living principle ; in- 
creafing the neceflity of ation, it increafes ac- 
tion; cold, on the other hand, leflens the necef- 
fity, and, of courfe, the action is diminifhed ; to 
a due degree of heat, therefore, the living prin- 
ciple, he thinks, owes its vigour, From experi- 
ments, he fays, it appears to be a law in ani:na! 
bodies, that the degree of heat flLould bear a 
proportion to the quantity of life; as life 1s 
weakened, this proportion requires great accu- 
racy, while greater powers of life allow it greater 
latitudes. 


After thefe, and feveral other obfervations on 
the fame fubje&, our author proceeds to more 
particular direGtions for the management of 
drowned people. 


If bed-cloaths are put over the perfon, fo as 


{-arce to touch him, fteams of volatile alkali, or 
of 
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of warm balfams, may be thrown in, fo as to 


come in conta&t with many parts of the body. 
And it might probably be advantageous, Mr 
Hunter obferves, to have fteams of the fame 
kind conveyed into the ftomach. ‘This, we are 
told, may be done by a hollow bougie, and a 
lyringe ; but the operation fhou!d be very fpeedily 
performed, as the inftrument, by continuing long 
in the mouth, might produce ficknefs, which our 


author fays he would always wifh to avoid. 


Some of the warm ftimulating fubftances, fuch 
as juice of horfe raddifh, peppermint water, and 
{pirits of hartfhorn, are directed to be thrown 
into the {tomach in a fluid flate, as alfo to be in- 
jected by the anus. Motion pofiibly may be of 
fervice ; it may at lealt be tried; but, as it has 
lefs effect than any other of the ufually prefcribed 
ftimuli, it is dire€ted to be the laft part of the 
procefs. 


The fame care in the operator, in regulating 
the proportion of every one of thele means, is 
here directed, as were formerly given for the ap- 
plication of heat. Tor, every one of them, our 
author oblerves, may poflibly have the fame pro- 
perty of deftroying entirely the fecble action 
which they have excited, if adminiilered in too 
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great a quantity ; inftead, therefore, of increa- 
fing and haftening the operations on the firft figns 
of returning life being obicrved, as is ufually 
done, he defires they may be lefiened, and advi- 
fes their increafe to be atterwaras proportioned, 


as nearly as poflivie, to the quantity of powers as 
they arife. 


When the heart begins to move, the applica- 
tion of air to the lungs fhould be leflened, that, 
the nutcles of refpiration begin to ad, a 
good deal may be left for them do. 


Mr Hunter abfolutely forbids blood-letting in 
allfuch cafes ; for, as it not only weakens the ani- 
mai principle, but leffens life itfelf, it muft, con- 
fequently, he obferves, leflen both the powers 
and difpofitions to action. For the fame reafon, 
he is againft mtroducing any thing into the fto- 
mach that might produce ficknels or vomiting ; 
and, on the fame principle, he fays, we fhould a- 
void throwing tobacco tumes, or any other fuch 


articles up by the anus, as night tend to an eva- 
Cuation that way. 


The tollowing is a defcription of inftruments 
recommended for {uch operations by our author. 


A pair of b<!lows, fo contrived, with 
two feparate cavities, that, by opening them, 
when 
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when applied to the noftrils or mouth of a pa- 


tient, one cavity will be filled with common air, ; 


and the other with air fucked out from the lungs, 
and by fhutting them again, the common air will 
be thrown into the lungs, and that fucked out of 
the lungs difcharged into the room. ‘The pipe 
of theie fhouid be flexible, in length a foot, or a 
foot and a half, and, at leaft, three eighths of an 
inch in width. By this the artificial breathing may 
be continued, while the other operations, the ap- 
plication of the ftimuli to the ftomach excepted, 
are going on, which could not conveniently be 
done, if the muzzle of the bellows were intro- 
duced into the nofe. The end next the nofe 


fhould be double, and applied to both no- 
{trils. 


Secondly, A fyringe, with a hollow bougie, or 
flexible cathetcr, of fufficient length to go in- 
to the ftomach, and convey any ftimulating mat- 
ter into it, without affecting the lungs. Thirdly, 
a pair of {mall bellows, fuch as are commonly 


ufed in throwing fumes of tobacco up by the a- 
nus. 


Mr Hunter concludes his paper with wifhing, 
that all employed in this practice, would keep 
accurate journals of the means ufed, and the de. 
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gree of fuccefs attending them, that faéts might 
be furnifhed fufficient to allow of fuch con- 
clufions, as may hereafter be the foundation of a 


more certain practice. 


It, 


Andr. Weftphal Differtatio de limitandis Laudi- 
bus Voniitoriorum ad curandas Febres Malig- 
nase V. Sylloge Selectorum Opufculorum 
argumenta Medica practica. Edid. Ern. Go- 
dotr. Balainger. Vol. li. 8vo, Gottingae. 


EVERS of all kinds, but more efpecially 
i thole which, from their inveteracv, are coin- 
monly denominated malignant, have at all times 
b-en fo much creaded, that no clafs of difeafes 
has ever obtained more attention from medical 
practitioners. But, as all fuch dforders may, 
and frequently do proceed from very - different 
caufes, very oppofite opinions have accordingly 
been formed with refpect to the medicines ufual- 
ly had recourfe to for their removal. ‘Thus, by 


many, emctics have been thought hurtful in fe- 
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brite diforders, while, by the generahty of prac- 
titioners, no fet of remedies have been fo much 
extolled. 


From Hippocrates and Celfus downwards, fe- 
vers of the malignant kind have, by moft writers, 
been fuppoted to depend upon, or to be connec- 
ted with a morbid fate of the primae viae 3 and 
for this reafon, among other evacuants, emetics 
are very cominonly preferibed. Our author, 
however, is of opinion, that a general ufe of vo- 
mits in fuch cafes, may not only be frequently 
unneceflary, but in reality is often prejudicial. 
Emetics, he obferves, are indeed priori indica- 
ted by many of the fymptoms of fever, particu- 
larly by naufea, cardialgia, toulnefs of the mouti, 
erutations, &c. ‘Fhefe, however, and many o-. 
ther fimlar diforders of the bowe!s, proceed, he 
thinks, more frequentiy from a f{pafmodic affec- 
tion of the ftomach, than from any morbid mat- 
ter contained in it. If this be the cafe, emetics, 
inftead of proving ferviceable, muit, by their irri- 
tation, he fays, in general, do harm. 


That {uch fymptoms, he obferves, do often 
occur merely as fympathetic affections, we have 
frequent opportunities of oblerving in different 
difeafes, but particularly in calculous diforders, 


apoplexy, 
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apoplexy, violent coughs, hyfteria, colics, &c. 
And, if they can arife from fuch a caufe, in fuch 
a variety of difeafes, why may they not, in the 
fame manner, occur in fevers ? 


Among the feveral reafons given by our au- 
thor againft the ufe of emetics in fever, the moft 
convincing is, that, in an epidemical malignant 
fever, which prevailed in Lower Hungary, vo- 
mits not only proved altogether ineffectual, but | 


were frequently fo far detrimental, as to be 
evidently the caufe of death. 


When, from a patient’s having been accuftom- 
ed to a crude vifcid diet, and when, from other 
concomitant circumftances, the ftomach evident- 
ly appears loaded with putrid bile, or other vi- 
tiated matters, we are then directed by our au- 
thor, inftead of having recourfe to emetics, to 
a plentiful ufe of diluents, fuch as barley water, 
decoctions of althea, bardana, parietaria, &c.; 
and thefe, we are told, will, in general, anfwer 


the purpofe better than more direct evacuants. 


IV. 


Rs 
‘ 
F 
| 

. 
— fF 

| 

h 

Be . 
. 


COMMENTARIES. ut 


IV. 


Experimental Inquiries, Part the Third ; contain- 
ing a Defcription of the Red Particles of the 
Blood in the Human Subject, and in other Ani- 
mals; with an Account of the Structure and 
Offices of the Lymphatic Glands, of the Thymus 
Gland, and of the Spleen. Being the remain- 
ing part of the Obfervations and Experiments 
of the late Mr William Hewfon, F. R. S. 


By Magnus Falconar, Surgeon, and Teacher of 
Anatomy. 8vo, London. 


MM: FaLconaR, in the preface to his book, 
very candidly acknowiedges, that he has 


no farther merit in the prefent publication, than 
making known to the world fome parts of the 
late Mr Hewfon’s difcoveries, which, as he had ne- 
ver pubi:lhed any account ot them himfelf, might 
otherwife have been loft. And there can be lit- 
tle doubt of Mr Falconar’s being the moft pro- 
per perfon for fuch an undertaking, as, from his 
long intimacy with Mr Hewfon, and the connec- 
tion that fubfilted between them in anatomical 


refearches, 


4 
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refearches, he had thereby not only many oppor- 
tunities of making himfelf perfectly acquainted 
with his ideas of the fubjeét, but alfo of making 
and repeating many of the experiments relating 
to it. 


As in the firft, fecond, and third volumes of Me- 
dical Commentaries, fome accounts were tormer- 
ly given of different parts of the difcoveries con- 
tained in the work before us ; it is not now in- 
tended to make any repetitions of thefe, but 
merely to abitract fuch parts from the book as 
have not been already mentioned. 


In chapter fecond, Mr Falconer gives a very 
particular account of the fize, fhape, and ftruc- 
ture of the !ymphatic glands. Each gland, he 
obferves, is a congeries of tubes, confilting of 
arteries, veins, lymphatic veflels and nerves, con- 
neted by the cellular fubftance. Glands of this 
kind, he remarks, are nowhere to be found, but in 
the courfe of the larger lymphatic veffels, ‘Vhefe 
veflels, in their paflage froin the extreme parts of 
the body towards tie thoracic duét, enter and 
pafs through the lymphatic glands in the follow- 
ing manner. 

About a guarter of an inch before a lymphatic 
enters 2 find, i civiacs mto two, three, or four 

{maller 
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fmaller branches, fometimes into a greater num- 
ber. ‘Thefe enter the gland at the part fartheft 
from the thoracic dué, and are then fubdivided 
into branches, as {mall as the ramifications of the 
arteries and veins which accompany them to e- 
very part of the gland. Atter being thus mi- 
nutely divided, they reunite, and gradually be- 
come larger as they approach the oppofite fide 
of the gland, forming three or four branches, 
which are joined by other lymphatics that arife 
from the cells of the gland. All thefe branches 
unite together about a quarter of an inch from 
that part where they came out: of the gland, and 
form a common trunk, larger than that below 
the gland, by the additional lymphatics it receives 
from the cells of the gland. Anelegant engraving 


is given, exhibiting a view of the parts now de- 
fcribed. 


Although, in every lymphatic gland, "very 
{mall cells can be difcovered by the microfcope, 
thofe appearances in fuch glands which have com- 
~monly been called cellular, are by no means of 
that nature, being only, our author obilerves, lit- 
tle eminences formed by the bending of one vef- 
fel round another. On cutting into a frefh lym- 


phatic gland, it is found, we are told, to contain ~ 


a thickifh, white, milky fluid ; and if this fluid 
be 
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be carefully wafhed from any part of it, and the 
gland then examined with the microfcope, an in- 
finite number of very {mall cells are obferved, 
which cannot be difcovered by the naked eye. 


_ Mr Falconer adopts the opinion of the late Mr 
Hewfon with refpect to the w/e likewife of the 
lymphatic fyftem. The glands he confiders as 
organs intended for the purpofe of fecreting a 
fluid of a particular nature from the blood; and 
the lymphatic veffels he looks upon as fo many ex- 
cretory ducts. In proof of this affertion he obferves, 
that, if the arteries and veins of a lymphatic 
gland have been previoufly injeéted with a colour- 
ed fluid, and a part of the gland be then viewed 
through the microfcope, thefe cells, formerly ta- 
ken notice of, appear extremely vafcular. And 
it is into their cavities that the whole fluid found 
in the gland is fecreted. This fluid is abforbed by 
the lymphatic veffe!s which arife from the cells of 
the glands, and is by them, in common with the 
other fluids, carried into the courfe of the cir- 
culation. The lymphatic veflels, therefore, which 
originate from the cells of the giand, are, in the 
lymphatic glands, analogous to the excretory 
duéts of other glands). We have the fame 
7 proofs, 
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proofs, our author afferts, that the lymphatic 
glands fecrete this white fluid, and that it is car- 
ried from the lymphatic glands, by the lympha- 
tic veffels, that we have of glands in other parts 
of the body feparating different fluids, and having 


excretory duéts. For, if we cut into a lymphatic 
gland, we find a white fluid ; and, if a ligature 


be made onthe lymphatic veflel coming from that 


gland, we find a fluid of the fame kind contain- 
ed in thofe lymphatic veffels. This, Mr Falco- 
ner obferves, is as convincing a proof that the 
lymphatic veflels are excretory ducts to the lym- 
_phatic glands, and as fatisfactory, as that the he- 
patic duct is the excretory duét of the liver. We 
know the liver fecretes bile, becaufe we find itin 
that vifcus ; and we know the ductus hepaticus 
is its excretory duct, becaufe we find bile con- 


tained in it. The proofs are fimilar, and there- 
fore equally conclufive. 


Mr Falconar now proceeds to give a minute 
defcription of the fituation, extent, and ftructure 
of the thymus; which, as it, in every refped, 
refembles a lymphatic gland, he confiders as a 
neceflary appendage to the lymphatic fyftem. 
And he concludes with a very particular account 


of the fituation, fize, and ftructure of the fpleen ; 


at 
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at the fame time that he méntions a number of 

circumftances, in fupport of the late Mr Hew- 
fon’s opinion with refpect to the ufe of that organ ; 


viz. that it is a vifcus, in a great meafure necef- 
fary for the formation of the red particles of the 
blood. But an account of thefe having been al- 
ready given in different parts of our Commenta- 
ries, it is not now neceflary to enter farther 
into any detail refpecting them. 


V. 


Differtatio Phyfiologica Inauguralis, de Alimento- 
rum Concoctione. Auctore Edvardo Stevens, 
A. B. 8vo, Edinburgi 1777. 


: ingenious author of this differtation 


iB very properly introduces his fubje@ by 
| fome preliminary obfervations on the qualities 
i. of the different kinds of food employed by man- 


q kind, on their drink, faliva, and liquor gaftricus. 
After this, he proceeds to examine the different 
theories on which authors have attempted to ex- 
if plain the function of digeftion. 

The different doctrmes of heat, putrefaction, 
and trituration, having, for fome time, been pret- 
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ty generally rejected by philofophers as the cau- 
fes of digeftion, our autnor does not, therefore, 
enter fo fully into the confiderat:on of them. But, 
as the opinion with refpect to fermentation being 
the {cle or principal agent in that operation, has 
lately, by many, been admitted, and, as Dr Sie- 
vens is of a contrary opinion, he therefore ftatcs 
a variety of objections to the do¢trine, which, to 
him, appear conclufive. Among other argu- 
ments made ufe of, the following feem to be the 
moft remarkable. 


1/?, Bones and other.hard fubftances, when fwal- 
lowed by carnivorous animals, are digefted ina 
much fhorter fpace of time than they poflibly 
could be, if digeftion depended on fermentat'cn. 


2d, Carnivorous animals cannot digeft a vari- 
ety of vegetables; and, on the contrary, thofe 
that live commonly on vegetables cannot digeit 
animal food ; which would not be the cafe if di- 
geftion depended on fermentation. 


3d, When the figns of fermentation in the fto- 
mach are ftrong, digeftion, our author affcrts, 
always goes very flowly on. 


From thefe, and many other arguments to the 
fame purpofe, Dr Stevens concludes, that digs- 
Vor. V- No. 18° {tion 


| | 
{| 
| 
| 
. 
} 
{ 
| 
” 


{tion does not depend on fermentation ; and he 
afterwards proceeds to the confideration of ano- 
ther doétrine on the fubjeét, which is, that di. 
geftion depends upon a folution of the different 
articles taken into the {ftomach, effected by means 
of the liquor naturally fecreted from the coats of 
that organ. 


Independently of every kind of reafoning that 
might be employed on. the fubjeét, Dr Stevens 
refts the proofs of his opinion on the refults of a 
number of experiments, which, with that view, 
were performed by him at Edinburgh not many 
months ago. 

There are in all twenty-five experiments rela- 
ted by our author ; of thefe the moit remark- 
able fhall be now felected. 


EXPERIMENT I. 


He provided a hollow filver globe, com- 
pofed of two hemilpheres fcrewed together. 
It was divided by a partition into two cavi- 
tics, and perforated by a great many fmall 


holes of fuch a fize as to admit a fmall point- 


ed needie. Into one of the divifions was put 
four fcruples and a half of raw beef, and into 
the other five fcruples of raw white fifh. Jn this 
ftate the globe was {wallowed by the Hungarian 

who, 
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who, not long ago, amufed many people in this 
country, by his fwallowing a number of: large 
ftones. ‘The globe was voided in about twenty- 
one hours from the time it was fwallowed. On 
weighing the beef, it was fouid to have loft 
thirty grains ; and the fifh was not fo heavy by 
tw. fcruples. Thofe parts of them that remained 
in the globe were much fofter than before, and 
did not emit any difagreeable finell. 


EXPER. MIIl. 


Sufpecting that a total diffolution of the fub- 
{tances of Experiment I. was prevented by the 
holes in the globe being too {mall, another globe 
was obtained, with a number of holes, each large 
enough to admit a crow quill. Both divifions 
being filled with beef, the globe was fwallowed 
as before, and, when difcharged at the end of 


thirty-eight hours, the beef was found entirely 
diffolved. 


EXPER. IV. 

A bit of raw pork, weighing twenty-eight grains, 
was put into one divifion of the globe, and as much 
cheefe into the other; when, at the end of forty-five 
hours from the time of being fwallowed, both 
fubftances were found perfectly diffolved. 

K 2 EXPER. 


° Ch ry. a 
‘ 


. 


EXPER. VIL. 


The fame experiment as the preceding being 
tried with apples and turnips, both raw and roaft-. 
ed, the fame appearances were alfo obferved, 
both fubftances being entirely diffolved. 


EXPER. VII. 


Several grains of wheat, barley, and rye, were 
put into one divifion of the globe, and of peas 
and oats into the other, the hufks of all of them 
remaining entire. In this {fate they remained, 
we are told, a ‘great many hours in the alimenta- 


ry canal ; and, on being difcharged, no fort of 
change could be obferved on any of them, far- 


ther than that the peas were fomewhat {welled in 
confequence of the moifture they had imbibed. 


EAPER. ta. 


Into one divifion of the globe was puta portion 
of the thigh-bone of a fheep,.and into the other a 
picce of the wing of aturkey. It was then {wallow- 
ed by the Hungarian, and again difcharged at the 
end of forty-eight hours. The bone had loft no 
part of its weight ; but the fl: fhy part of the wing 
was not only diflolved, but the ligaments of the 
joints fo perfectly deftroyed, that the bones were 
found entirely feparated. 


EXPER, 
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EXPER. X. 


‘The intention of this ‘experiment ‘was, to dif- 
cover the effects of the gaftric juices upon living 
bodies. | 


A leech was put into the globe with fmall 
holes, and, on being fwallowed, was difcharged 
at the ufual time. On opening the globe, no- 
thing was difcovered, excepting a dark vifcid 
matter, which evidently appeared to be the re- 
mains of the leech. ‘he fame experiment was 
afterwards repeated with the common earth- 
worm, and the refutt proved exactly fimilar. 


In a note, referring to thefe experiments, the 
author obferves, that the leech was probably kil- 
led by confinement before it was diffolved. 


A. number of experiments, to the fame pur- 
pole with thofe enuinerated, were intended to— 
have been made by our author ; but the Hunga- 
rian’s departure from Edinburgh prevented their 
being put in practice in the human fubject. In 


place, therefore, of thefe, the following, among 
others, were tried on dogs and other animals. 


EAPER. 
Four ivory globes, with a great many fimall 
holes in each, which had been u'cd in fome pre- 
ceding experiments, were alio made ufe of in the 
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prefent.In one was included a bit of mutton weigh- 
ing fixteen grains; in another the fame quantity 
of boiled fifh ; inathird as much boiled potatoes ; 
and, inaf»urth, an equal weight of boiled car- 
rots. The feveral globes were then given toa 
dog, and in eight hours thereafter he was killed. 
On cxamining the ftomach, the ivory globes 
were found greatly changed, and fo far diffolved, 
and the weight of all the four, which at firft a- 
mounted to three fcruples and fixteen grains, 
was now no more than twenty-one grains. The 
wnutton and fifh were entirely digefted. The po- 
tatues lad loft eleven grains ; but the carrot was 
not in any refpect changed. 
EXPER. XIV. 


Three pieces of the thigh-bone of a fheep 
were given to a dog, who had for feveral hours 
been kept from fuod. At the end of feven hours 
the dog being killed, and the ttomach laid open, 
one piece of bone was found to have loit {even 
grains, another nine grains, and the third 
twelve grains of its original weight. The 
lofs of fubitance in al! of them occurred chiefly 
in the internal furfaces of the bones, in fo much, 


that 
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that their feveral cavities were evidently enlar- 
ged to a confiderable degree. 


EXPER. XV. 


Ivory not being found fufficient to refift the 
operation of digeftion, cylindrical tubes of tin 
were prepared, with a number of fmall holes in 
each of them. To a dog who had not got food 
for twelve hours, four of thefe tubes were given ; 
in one was contained fixteen grains of roalted 
beef, in another as much veal, ina third the fame 
quantity of tallow, and in a fourth as much 
wheat-bread. The dog being killed at the end 
of ten hours, the beef and bread were found en- 
tirely diflolved ; the veal had loft only ten grains, ' 
and the tallow eight grains of their original 


weight. ‘The tubes were not in the leaft affec. 
ted. 


EZ PER. AX. 


Four of the cylindrical tin tubes were given 
to a fhcep; the one contained fixteen grains of 
raw becf, another as much falmon, a third the 
fame quantity of turnip, and a fourth as much 
potatocs. On opening the ftomach, fix hours 
after the feveral tubes had been fwallcwed, the 
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fihh and beef were not at all affected, whilft the 
turnip and potatoes were entirety diffolved, 


Lhe fame experiment was afterwards repeated, 
with this difference, that the feveral articles were 
al boiled; and the refult was exactly fimilar, 
the vegetabics being entirely digcfted, while the 
animal fubftances remained unimpaired. 

EXPER. XXIII, 


A piece of roafted beef, weighing twelve grains, 
was put into a phial, with half an ounce of pure 
galtric juice, taken from the fiomach of a dog 
that hau fafted eigiteen hours. Into anotier 
phial was put the fame quantity of beef, with half 
an ounce of water. Both phials were then piaced 
in a furnace heated to about the 102d degree of 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer. In the fpace of 
eight hours, the beef contained in the phial with 
the gaftric juice of the dog, was entirely diffol- 
ved, while that mixed with the wat-r had not 
fuffered any change. At the end of twenty-four 
hours both phia!s were removed trom the furnace 
that with the gaitric juice emitted a rancid, pun- 
gent, though by no means a putrid fimell ; while 


the other appeared perfectly putrid, and afforded 
avery ungrateful fmeil. 


Although 
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_ Although the phial containing the beef and ga- 
{tric juice was very diligently attended to, yet no 
air-bubbles, or any. other fign of fermentation, 
was at all obferved. 


Thefe appear to be the moft material experi- 
ments enumerated by Dr St: vens : And, fron: the 
refults of which he concludes, that digeftion is nei- 

ther performed by the ¢ ffcéts of heat, trituration, 
putrefcency, nor fermentation ; but ‘s folly ef- 
feated by the liquor which is naturally iccceted 
from the coats o: the ftomach. This liquor, our 
author obferves, is different in different animais, 
and is probably aiways adapted to the particular 
kind of food intended by tiature for the nourifh- 
ment of each diftinct fpecies of animals. 


Differtatio Inauguralis Medica, exbibens Obfer- 


vationes Medico practicas et Chirurgicas. Aut- 
tore Joann. Frid. Wiheim. Nev. Gocttingae. 
1776. 


E. are favoured by the author of thefe 
oblervations with a collection of caies, 
both 
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both medical and chirurgical, which, in the 
courfe of practice, had occurred to himfelf. Such 
of them as appear moft remarkable fhall be here 
related. 


Haemoptyfis Peruviano Cortice fanata. 


‘Mr Nev, we are told, was himfelf the fubjeé& 
of the firft obfervation. Of an irritable confti- 
tution and plethoric habit, and having been fre- 
quently liable to difcharges of blood from the 
nofe, and to catarrhal diforders of the lungs, he 
was, at laft, in the year 1771, feized with a fpit- 
ting of blood. This fymptom firft occurred 
when on horfe-back, attended with a violent 
cough and fevere pain of the fide; and to thefe, 
fucceeded heat, thirft, head-ach, with other fymp- 
toms of fever. By the ufe of blood-letting, and 
cooling laxatives, the febrile fymptoms were, in 
due time, got the better of; but the {pitting of 
blood ftill ren:aining, with a view to its removal, the 
Peruvian bark was at laft refolved upon ; and, bya 
continued ufe of this remedy, firft in decoétion, 
and afterwards in fubftance, the diforder was not 
only carried off for the time, but any return of 
it, which might otherwife have happened, effectyal- 
Jy prevented, 
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A cafe, in many refpe&s fimilar to the above, 
is afterwards related, in which the ufe of bark 
was likewife attended with the beft effeéts. A 
Woman aged 32 years, of an irritable habit of 
bedy, laboured at the fame time under a remit- 
tent fever, a {pitting of blood, and profluvium 
menfium. Laxatives, nitrous, and other colling 
medicines having been prefcribed with no ad- 
vantage, the patient was, at laft, put under the 
care of our author. ‘The conftitution being by 
this time greatly impaired, by the continuance of 
the diforder, bark was immediately ordered, and 
with fuch fingular good effects, that, inthe courfe 


of a few weeks, a perfect cure was obtained. 


Febris intermittens tertiana, cum Amauroft, Cortice 
Peruviano /anata. 


An old man aged 75, of aplump robuft habit, 
was fe.zed, about the vernal equinox, witha re- 
mittent fever, which, together with the ufual 
fyimptoms of fuch diforders, was likewife attend- 


ed with bliudnefs. kmetics, laxatives, and cha- 


m«mile bitters, were all prefcribed, but with no 
advaiitase; thy dilorder, however, was entirely got 
the better oi by the ufe of Peruvian bark, conjoined 
with valerian. Another inftance is related by 
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our author, of a quartan intermittent, with a con- 


comitant amaurofis, both cured by Peruvian 
bark. 


Singultus Cortice Peruviano fublatus. 


A man aged 44 years, who had been much 
given to drink, became frequently lixble to vio- 
lent hiccough, on any thing cold being received 
into the ftomach. Opiates, and all the ufual re- 
medies, were preferibhed, but with no great advan- 
tage; and, at length, our .. | or, reflecting up- 
pon the great efficacy of bark in al! fuch cafes 
as appear to be attended with irritability of the 
nerves, was, in this cafe, likewife induced to have 
recourfe ts it. Six drams of the medicine were 
exhibited Uuily, and, in the fpace of three weeks, 
a perfect cure was obtained. 


Mania Tartaro tartarifato fanata. 


Mr Nev was called to a man of a flender make, 
when in the 44th year of his age, who, about ten 
years before, had been feized with mania. He im- 
mediately fufpected that the difeafe arofe either 
from fome obftruétions in the liver, or froma 
vitiated {tate of the bile, the belly being remark- 
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ably coftive, the praecordium hard, and the coun- 
tenance tinged with a yellow hue. The patient 
was put uponacourie of tartarus tartarifatus, diffol- 
ved in penny-royal water, with an equal quanti- 
ty of honey; in lefs than three months, a com- 
plete and permanent cure was obtained. 


In the following year, a fimilar cafe to the a- 
bove occurred, we are informed, to our author, 
and the fame remedy was again prefcribed, with 
equaliy good effect. 


- Tumores Scrophulofi Tartaro tartarifato refoluti. 


The fubject of this cafe was a man of thirty- 
eight years old, who, for a confiderable time, had 
laboured under fcrophulous indurations in the 
fubmaxillary and parotid glands. A variety of 
remedies were empioyed, particularly mercury 
in different forms, and Pcruvian bark; dif- 
ferent external applications were alfo prefcribed ; 
but, during the ufe of thefe, the diforder, inftead 
of yielding, feemed rather to gain ground, and 


the paticnt’s conftitution became greatly impair- 
ed. 


In this fituation, a courfe of tartarized tartar 
was ordered, which, in the {pace of four months, 
not only effected a dimimution of the feveral 

{fwellings, 
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fwellings, but alfo a total re-eftablifhment of the 
patient’s health and ftrength. 


Caries Offium Mercurio fublimato corrofivo fana- 
ta. 


There are four different cafes of obftinate ul- 
cers here related by our author, in three of which 
carious bones likewife took place. After al] the 
ufual remedies both external and interna! had 
been prefcribed with no advantage, cures in all 
of them were obtained, by a continued ufe of the 
fulution of corrofive fublimate, in the form re- 
comended by Van Swieten. 
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Medical Obfervations. 


I. 


The Hiftory of two Cafes from the poifonous Effects 
of the Seeds of the Thorn Apple, communicated 
to Dr Duncan by Mr ‘Thomas Fowier, Member 


of the Medical Society of Edinburgh. 
A T nine o’clock in the morning, Odtober 
12th 1777, 1 was fent for by one of the two 
well known charitable ladies near the Abbey, E- 
dinburgh, to fee Margaret Shaw, daughter of 


Andrew Shaw ftarch-maker in that neighbour- 
hood. 


She was near fix years of age, and of a heal- 
thy conftitution. I found, upon inquiry, that, 
between twelve and one o’clock the day betore, 
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fhe had, from a childifh difpofition, fwallowed 
three fourth parts of the feeds of a frefh, ripe, 
middle fized thorn apple, the Stramonium of the 
Edinburgh Difpenfatory, and the Datura ftra- 
monium of Linnaeus. 


About two o’clock in the afternoon, fhe be- 
gan to look f{tupid, feemed to forget herfelf, and 
gave incoherent anfwers. At three o’clock they 
gave her fome bread and milk, which fhe attempt- 
ed to fwallow, but could not; upon which they 
laid her down upon the bed, where fhe feemed 
to fleep for about half an hour; but, when fhe 
awaked, her belly, tongue, face, and eycs, were 
obvioufly fwelled, and the two latter were alfo 
very red, ‘Thefe laft fymptoms abated about fix 
o’clock ; but, from half paft three till feven, fhe 
feemed to fit like a perfect idiot. 


" About feven o’clock fhe feemed to have a mo- 
tion to ftool, and paffed a living luinbricus teres, 
14 inches long, with a little water, but without 
any iocces, or relief of fymptoms ; for, foon af- 
ter, fhe began to grow worfe, biting a man’s 
hand, fometimes crying out that fhe faw cats, 
doys, and rabbits, at the top, fides, and middle 
of the room ; at other times, with great eager 
nefs, catching at imaginary objects with her 

hands, 
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hands, and declaring that fhe faw many people 
who were not prefent. She fuffered a continu- 
ance of thefe fymptoms with little variation, and 
tota!l'y without reft, from eight o’clock in the e- 
vening till fix o’clock this morning, being all 
that time reftrained in bed Ly force in a raving 
and maniacal itate. 


At haif paft eight laft night, fhe teok about 
half an ounce of ipecacuan wine, and, about half 
an hour after, that not operating, the parents 
were advifed by the lady already mentioned to give 
her about eight grains of powder of ipecacuan ; 
but they, imprudently, only gave the child half 
that quantity ; fo that neither of thein produced 
any fenfible operation. ‘Yowards morning fhe 
had a {mall coftive ftool. About eight o’clock 
fhe drank near an Englifh pint of mik, and was 
become fo:newhat more compojed, but :till not 
rational. 


At nine, (the time at which I firft faw her) 
I found her a little come to herfelf, but ftill 
frequently incoherent, and iock'ng rather ftupid, 
Her pulle was about fir. kes in a uviiute, 
and her wot gave her 
ately a powder, compofed oi tour 
grams of caione! and eight of jalap, as an 
Vou. No. 18. L evacuant, 
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evacuant, and in half an hour’s time it made 
her throw up once very freely; upon which fhe. 
immediately fell into a found fleep, and did not 
awake till near one o’clock, when fhe was per- 
feétly fenfible and coimpofed, and made no com- 
pla nt but of a pain of her head. 


October 13. The purgative feemed to operate 
freely y.fterday afternoon. She had three loofe 
{tools before five o’clock, two more in the night, 


and four or five to-day. Since the operation, 
fhe bus had a tolerable appetite, flept well, and 


has nu complaint but the remains of the 
ach. Puife 96. 


Odvuber 15. The remains of the head-ach 


went off ycfterday, and fhe is now entirely free 
from compiaints. 


= 


October 12. 1777. Grizzle Bruce, near the 
Abbey, aged nine, in a good ftate of health, 
allo twa'iowed one-fourth part of the feeds of a 
thorn «pp.e, along with the former patient, Mar- 
garet ~haw, being play fellows ; but was not at 
all affected with either idiotifm or mania. 


About 
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About three o’clock in the afternoon, fhe 
found herfelf affc€ted with confiderable head- 
ach, and a hiccup and fwelling of her face; but 
thefe fymptoms went off by the ufual time of go- 
ing to bed; neverthelefs fhe had but a trouble- 
fome night, awaking three or four times with 
ficknefs and vomiting. 


This morning fhe rofe free from fymptoms, 
except a flight head-ach ; but, as fhe did not ap- 
pear to be open in her belly, I gave her alfoa 
purgative about nine o’clock, which has fince 
given her feveral loofe {tools. 


October 15. Two days ago the head-ach went 
quite off, and fhe has been tree from complaints 
ver fince. 


NN. B. I procured a number of the thorn ap- 
ples from the place where the children got them, 
and found, that the whole feeds of one of mid- 
dle fize weighed juft two drams and fix grains ; 
fo that it would appear that Margaret Shaw fwal- 
lowed at icaft a dram and a halt, whilft Grizzle 
Bruce, who was three years older, oniy {waiiow- 
ed about half a dram; which circumftance may 
weil account for the difference of the fymptoms 


in the two patients. 
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It is faid, that fome authors have mentioned a 
ftrange kind of delirium or mania lafting for 24 
hours, as a principle fymptom in the hiftory of 
the poifonous eff cts of the feeds of this plant ; 
and the fornier of chefe cafes would feem, in fome 
meafure, to confirm tunis circuuiftance, 


II, 


Mifcellanecus Practical Obfervatiens ; being Ex- 
trais of a Letter from Dr Percival of Mana- 
cheiter to Dr Duncan. 


FLOWZERS OF 


q! VERAL years ago | was confulted by a young 
bY venticinan, about 19 years of age, who la- 
boured under a deep cough, attended with a 
hoark nefs. was returning from Liverpool, 
the place of his apprenticefh'p, to pafs fome time 
with his frends in the eaftern part of this coun- 
ty. Jreconmrended a milk diet, gentle exer- 


cife, country air, and a decoction of the fercka 
reot and liquorice. How ‘org he purfued this 
pian am uncertain, as faw hiv after. 
vares. my fricnd Dr Dolton rtormed me 
that be caime back to Liverpool, and was put un- 
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der his care. Dr Alcock was aifo calied to his 
affiftance, and many jucic:‘ous remedies were 
prefcribed, but with no lafting good effet. Dr 
Dobfon now began to fulpect that his cough was 
fpafmrodic, and directed for liu: the flewers of 
zinc. ‘Lhis remedy, in a few weeks, produced 
a perfect cure; and the young geutleman has 
ever fince, | believe, remained free froin his dif- 
order, The communication of this account fArft 
induced me to wiake triai of z:nc in various pul- 
monary affections; anc I fhail re‘ate a few in- 
{tances of the fuccefs w.ich has attended the ex- 
hibition of this reuiedy. 


Mrs P. aged 28, a lady whofe conftitution had 
been much impaired by frequent child-dearing, 
was attacked with a fevere afthma of the ner- 
vous k.nd, in the winter of the year 1776. ‘The 
afthina was cured by the ufual nethods of treat- 
ment, but left behind it a deep convulfive cough, 
the fucceflicns of which were no lefs frequent 
than violet. Gum ammoniacum, paregoric e- 
lixir, fp. nitri dulcis, and other remedics, were 
fucceffively tried. Little or no relief being ob- 
tained, 1 bad recourfe to the flowers of zinc, be- 
ginning with half a grain twice in the day, and 
gradually increafing the dofe to a grain anda 
half. ‘The beneficial effects of this anufpafmodic 
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were foon vifible, and in eight or ten days the 


patient was freed from her cough. A relapfe 


afterwards occurred from cold. The fame me- 


dicine was repeated, and the cough again yielded 
to it as before. 


T. B. P. A youth about ten years of age, had 
a deep hoarfe cough, without any expectoration. 
The found of it was very unufual, and not to be 
defcribed ; and it was attended with a quick, but 
feeble pulfe, flufhings in the face, and pain in 
the breaft. Every morning, about two o’clock, 
the cough recurred with great violence, and con- 
tinued almoft without intermiffion till four or 
five. There was reafon to fufpe€&t worms, and 
I had been careful to cleanfe the primae viae on 
the firft attack of the diforder. A folution: of 
{perma ceti and gum au-moniac, with a few dreps 
of tinct. thebcic. having no effeét, I had recourfe 
to the flowers of zinc. Ulaifa grain was given 
at noon, and the fame dofe repeated at bed- 


time. The night peflcd with only a flight return 


of the cough ; and, by continuing the ufe of this 
remedy, the youth pericctly recovered ina few 
days. 


Mrs B. laboured under a phthifis pulmonalis 
during the whole period of pregnancy. The 
violence of her cough occafioned a premature de- 
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livery, and continued after that event wthout a- 
batement. Opiates never failed to afford relief ; 
but they fometimes affected her head fo inuch, 
that fhe intreated me to try fome other remedy. 
She was of an irritable habit, and was troubled 
with fpafmodic pains in various parts of her do- 
dy. I prefcribed the flowers of zinc, which foon 
mitigated her cough, and eafed her wandering 
pains. This medicine was continued oniy two 
days; but the cough remained moderate more 
than double that fpace of time. It recurred, 
however, with feverity, and I had again recourfe 
to the zinc. The beneficial effects of this reme- 
dy were not now fo great, or fo immediate as 
before ; however, they were lufficiently apparent 
to encourage perfeverance in the ufe of it. ina 
few days, a truce trom the violence of the cough 
was again obtained; and the patient was ena- 
bled to d.fcharge great quantities of phlegm with 
facility, and without pain; for her exp<¢tord- 
tion was always moit free and copious, when the 
cough was gentle and moderate. Lis evacu- 
ation, with the hectic fever which accompaiued 
it, gradually walted her flefh and ftrength ; 
and there was no further occafion for a repeti- 
tion of the flowers of zinc: For, in the la(t ttage 


of a pulmonary confu:: ption, it often happens, 
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that the fymptoms of the diforder, by degrees, 
grow iefs painful and vioient, as the patient ap- 
proaches nearer and nearer to the termination 
of life. I have known the pulfe to fink gradually 
in frequency from 130 to 70 ftrokes in a mi- 
nute, and to continue about tuis number during 
ten or twelve days preceding death. Nor will 
this fact feem wonderful, when we reflect, that 
the fur.dtions of the brain are no lefs injured by 
inanition, than by plenitude; and, that the fen- 
fibility and irritability of the heart and blood-vef- 


fels muit be regulated by, and dependent upon 
the fate of the nervous fyitem. 


Since the publication of my experiments on 
the jithontriptic powers of fixed air, I have had 
che fulleft and moit incontrovertible evidence that 
this remecy alleviates the fymptoms both of the 
ftone and gravel ; that it acts as a powerful diu- 
retic; difcharges fabu'ous concretions ; heals the 
ulcerations in the urinary paflages; invigorates 
the organs of digeilion; and {trengthens the 
whole fyliem. In faying fo much I am warrant. 
ed by my own cxperience, which has been con- 
firmed by fimiar oulervations, tranfmitted to me 
irom various parts of England. But, you muft 
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be fenfible how difficult it is to afcertain the fo- 
lution of a ftone in the bladder, by any medi- 
cine ; and you will not, therefore, be furprifed 
that 1 have yet feen no decifive cafe, in the circle 
of my practice, of the cowpleat efficacy of this 
new foivent. A phytician of eminence in Lon- 
don has, however, been more fuccefsful ; having 
brought away (to ufe his own words, in a letter 
_ to me) in fmall fragments, and in a whitifh chalk- 
like fubftance, a {tone from the urinary bladder, 
by adminiftering fixed air to his patient, during 
the {pace of a few wecks. The hiftory of this 
cafe is now laid before the public, and may be 


feen at the end of Dr Hulme’s Oratio de re me- 


I have feen the progrefs of a moft alarming 
mortification, which began above the ankle, and 
extended to the uiddle of the thigh, fpeedily 
checked, and a good digeftion produced by the 
internal ufe of fixed air. A fever, and analarca 
of the lungs, precluded the ufe of the Peruvian 
bark ; and the patient took, every two hours, in 
the act of effervefcence, half a dram of the falt of 
woormwcood, with a fuflicient quantity of the 
juice of lemons. He was directed alfo to drink 
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freely of Seltzer water. In twenty-four hours 
the putrid {tench from the mortification was cor- 
rected; and, in forty-eight hours, the fores began 
to difcharge good matter; fenfibility was refto- 


® 
~ 


red to the whole leg and thigh; frefh granula- 


: 


generally be continued many months. Re- 


| tions fucceeded ; and the part healed gradually 
and kindly. 

4 ' When fixed air is employed as a diflolvent 
4 of the {tone in the bladder, the ufe of it mult 


lict is often obtained by it in a fhorter time; but 
few cafes will occur like the one recorded by 


Dr Huime, in which the calculus appears to have 
been of a remarkably foft and friable texture. 


The reputation of the moft cfhcacious remedies 
is frequentiy injured by the unwarrantable ex- 
pectations of mankind concerning them. And 
in chronic diforders many a cure is defpaired of, 
which might be accomplifhed by more patience in 
the fick, and greater perfeverance in the praétt. 
tioner. 


COLIC. 


In violent colics, attended with vomiting and 


an obftinate conftipation of the bowels, it hes 


. 


been 
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been the common practice amongft phyficians to 
give opiates in conjunction with purgatives. This 
method of treatment has been lately improved 
by adminiftrating the opiate firft, and the purga- 
tive an hour or two afterwards. But | take the 
liberty of fuggefting to you another mode, which, 
as far as my own experience extends, has proved 
the moft fuccefsful. I dire& three or tour oun- 
ces of a ftrong decoétion of poppy-heads, with 
20, 30, or 40 drops of tinclura thebaica, to be 
injected into the intettines, and retained as long 
as poflible. If it be fpeedily difcharged, the cly- 
fter is repeated till the pain is relieved, and the 
vomiting ceafes. A dofe of calomel and jalap, 
or of any other brifk cathartic, is then admuini- 
{tered ; and its operation quickened by the ufe of 
fenna tea, of a folution of the neutrai falts, or of 
caftor oil. By this proceis, evacuations are pro- 
cured with more eafe, certainty, and expedition, 
than by any other which | have tried. For opi- 
um, when given in a clyfter, does not check the 
periftaltic motion of the :nteflines, nor counter- 
act the operation of ary purgative fo powerfully 
as when rece'ved into the ftomach. And, in 
this way itis moft efficacious in alleviating the 
ficknefs, and in putting a {top to the violent reach- 
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: ings with which colics are often attended. The 
tafte of laudanum is fo naufeous, that it is often 
rejected as foon as fwallowed. And, if the ex- 
tractum thebaicum be given in a folid form, time 
mutt be allowed for its folution, before any effect 
can be expected from it. 
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HYDROCEPHALUS INTERNUS. 


The fatality of the hydrocephalus internus 
has been acknowledged and lamented by the 
mofl experienced and intelligent phyficians. The 
late Dr Whytt of Edinburgh has recorded twen- 
ty cafes which baffled all his fkili and judgment ; 
and a phyfician of the highe{t reputation, in his 
excelient remarks on this diforder, candidly con- 


fefles, that it is not in his power to fuggeft any 
probable means of curing it, and that it has hi- 
therte difappointed all his atteinpts, both when 
confided in alone, and in confultation with the 
ableft of the faculty. See the Medical Obferva- 
tions and liquirics, Vol. V. page go. 


About fix weeks ago, the fame very ingenious 
friend whom I mentioned to you under the ar- 
ticle of zinc, acquainted me, that he had fuccef= 
fully adminiftered mercury in fuch quartity as té 
fativate, in one inflance of the hydrocephalus ine 
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ternus. As the cafe appeared to be clear and in- 
dubitable, and the efficacy of the remedy fuffi- 
ciently probabie, | determined to avail myfelf of 
fo impertant a difcovery, on the firft occurrence 
of the difeafe in my circle of praétice. This has 
lately happe..ed, and I fhal! give you a minute 
hiftury of it, copied verbatim from my regifter. 
September 4.1777. Mafter H. a child at the 
brealt, aged feven months, has laboured adout a 
fortnight under a flow irreguiar fever. His eyes 
have been now and then a little diftorted; he has 
been affected with fome degree of ftupor ; his 
gums have been inflamed and tender ; ard his 
mouth uncommonly dry. Notooth has yet made 
itsappearance. An emetic has been adminiftered; 
a bhiter applied to his backs and his belly bas 
been kept ioluble by repeated fmall dofes of mag- 
nefia. During the action of the blifter, he was 


thought to be much better, but he foon relapied 
into his former {tate. 


' About three o’clock this morning, he was con- 
vulfed ; at nine, I faw him, and, from his coun- 
tenance, inftantly fufpeéted a dropfy of the brain. 
Tie fymptoms confirmed my apprehenfions. 
His fkin was hot, yet his pulfe beat only 78 flrokes 
in aminute, which were irregular. “Lhe pupis of 
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his eyes were confiderably, but unequally dilated ; 
nor did they contract much when a lighted candle 
was fuddenly held before them. He often fquint- 
ed, efpecially with the right eye, and feemed to 
take no notice of any object around him. He 
refufed the breaft, and feldom fwallowed till the 
lips and tongue had been ftimulated with a fea- 
ther. During feveral days paft, he hac been fre- 
quently obferved to rub the end of his nofe, 
when his hand was at liberty. And, notwith- 
ftanding his ftupor, he had been uncommonly 
watchful. I examined his head, and found a 
manifeft tumour of the bregma, which had never 
before been noticed. Convinced by all thefe 
circuuftances, that the child laboured under the 
hydrocephalus internus, and that he was now in 
the fecond ftage of that diforder, I directed ten 
grains of the unguentum mercuriale mitius to be 
rubbed into his thighs every three hours, till the 
mouth fhould be affected; and a tea-fpoonful of 
the following mixture to be given whenever the 
convulfive fymptoms recurred. 


® Sahs ammon. vol. Die Succi Lemon. 3vi. Mofch. 
opt. Mucilagine G. Arabic. folut. gr. vi. Sacch. 
alb.q.{. ad gratiam. M. 
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Small blifters were applied on each fide of the 
head, jult below the bregina, and a folded rag, 
frequently moiftened with brandy, was laid upon 
the tumour, to promote abforption. An emetic 
had been given early in the morning, before I 
faw the chiid, by which a large quantity of bile 
was difcharged; and a veficatory had alfo been 
applied to his leg. 

September 5. nine o’clock. The child has had 
frequent convulfions in the night; his right eye 
is much diftorted; and it has been remarked, 
that he feldom moves the right-hand. The pulfe 
beat 120 {trokcs ina minute. Two fcruples of 
the mercurial ointment have been ufed, and he 
has taken five grains of mufk. A large difcharge 
of ferum has been produced by the blifters. Five 


o’clock, P. M. the tumor of the head is fenfi- 
bly d:mintfhed ; the child’s mouth is now moifk, 


and often fiiled with faliva ; and his tongue ap- 
pears to be fwolen. His pulfe beat 146 f{trokes 


ina minute. direéted another blifter to be 
applied to the head, | 


September 6. His convulfions have been 
much flighter; his eye is lefs frequently di- 
ftorted; and the pupils of each are more 
contracted. The ftupor is confiderably aba- 


ted; 


i 
4 
¢ 
= 
| 
i: 
I 


178 Di A L 


ted; the child feems to take fome notice, di- 
ftinguithes taftes, and fwallows freely. The mufk 
has been continued; and half a dram .more of 
the icrcurial ointment has been confumed. A 
clyfter was injected laft night, but ineffectually. 
I therefore prefcribed a grain of jalap, mixed 
with an cqual quantity of fugar, to be given eve- 
ry three hours till a motion to ftool fucceeded. 


September 7. The child has paffed the night 
more comfortably, but not free from convulfions. 
His head hes fweated profufely, and the blifters 
have run much. The tumour of the bregma is 
confiderably reduced. The jalap operated gent- 
ly lait night and the mercurial unétion has been 
twice r_peaicd. here is an evident mitigation 
oi all the fymptoms. 

September 8. About eleven o’clock laft night, 
the child was attacked with fevere convulfions, 
which recurred frequent y till fix o’clock this 
morning. fe has hada fhort fleep, and is now 
co:poied. His pu'fe beats 140 ftrokes in a mi- 
nute; his heat 1s moderate; and his fkin foft 
and perfpirable. ‘The mercurial ointment has 
been again uled; but, though his gums and 
tongue are fore and very moiit, his breath 1s nct 
cfeufive. 1 directed a grain of Calomel to be 
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immediately given, to procure a ftool ; and a bli- 
{ter to be applied to the occiput. 


September 10. A diftant call from Manchefter 
prevented me from vifiting the child yefterday. 
He has paffed two nights almoft entirely free 
from convulfions. ‘len grains of the mercurial 
ointment have been again rubbed into his thighs. 
The dofe of calomel occafioned three very offen- 
five {too}s ; and directions are given to repeat it, 
as he is again coftive. The blifter applied to 
the occiput, like the others, has produced a very 
copious difcharge. The tumour of the head ts 
now {carcely perceptible. Pulfe 120. 


September 12. At twelve o’clock laft night, 
the convulfions recurred with greater violence 
than ever, and ftill continue. T’wo teeth have 
almoft protruded through the upper, and the 
fame number through the lower gum, Pulfe 
160, tremulous, aud irregular. I direéted that 
the child fhould be immediately put into a 
warm bath, and that the iollowing remedies 
fhould be adminiftered, 


Infuft. rad. Valer. fortiffimi zi. 
Affacfoetid. ele@ae 36. M.f. Enema flatim injict- 
endum. 
VoL. V- No. 12: M R Tinct. 
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B Valer. volat. 3. Dentur guttae jii. Sub- 
inde e cechleari parvulo Infuft rad. Valer. fylv 


fub forma Theae parati. 


The convulfions continued, but with lefs vio- 
lence ; and the child expired about one o’clock 
in the afternoon. 


‘Lhe deplorable cafe which I have related, ap- 
pears to iiave originated tro the irregular ac- 
tion protuced in tne lyftem by dentition, and 
from the want of a due fecretion of faliva in the 
mouth, by which the fluid difcharges were pro- 
bably mncreafed in the ventricles of the brain. 
That thefe difcharges were diminifhed, and that 
the extravafated water was abforbed by the power- 
ful action of the mercury, may be prefumed from 
the mitigation of all the fymptoms which fucceed- 
ed the falivation. And, Iam inclined to believe, 
that the convullions under which the child exe 
pired, were more owing to the irritat.on of his 
suas, by the protrufion of four teeth, than to 
any remzining watcr in the brain; for the tu- 
mour of the head had entirely difappeared 3 and, 
after death, there was a manitcit deprefiion of the 
bregina. During the {pace of a week, 110 grains 
of the unguentum mercurtale mitius, which con- 
tains about twenty-two grains. of mercury, was 

confumed, 
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confumed, in the ufual way of friction. Perhaps 
half of this quantity might be abforbed, and car- 
reid into the courfe of circulation ; to which may 
be added, part of the two grains of calomel ad- 
miniftered internally. ‘The fymptoms of the fa- 
livation were not violent ; and the effects of the 
mercury did not appear formidable or alarming, 
even to the parents of the chiid, who were ap- 
prifed of the nature of the diforder, and fully 
approved of the trial of this new method of treat- 
ing ite ‘The death of my patient will not, I hope, 
difcourage the farther ufe of the reinedy which 
I employed, when it is recollected, that he was 
in the moft irritable period of infancy ; that he 
was ftruggling under dentition ; and, that a drop- 
fy of the brain was not fufpected till the conclu- 
fion of its fecond ftage, when the nervous fyftem 
had been fhocked by fevere convulfions. 


Il. 
The Hiftory of a Difcharge of blood to a great extent, 


by japping. Ina Letter from.a Gentleman of 


the iflana of Antigua, fo Mr Samuel Athiil, 
communicated to Dr Duncan. 


Man applied to us, on the ift of January, 
on account of a pain in his ftomach and 


M 2 bowels, 
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bowels, with which he had been troubled for a- 
bout three weeks, before his application. An hard- 


nefs was difcovercd. on the right fide, jult below 
1. the cartilago eniiforinis, which we imagined to be 
ie | an abfcefs torming in that part. Proper medicines 


i for this and his other complaints were ordered. 
a Six days after, his belly began to {well, and, on the 
rath, it was fo much diftended with water, as we 
imagined, that tapping became neceflary. I ac- 


1a cordingly performed that operation, and, to our 
great altonifhment, we drew off, inftead of water, 


‘ > 
- 


eight pints of blood, refembling that drawn by 
veneicciion. He underwent the operation without 
being in the leaft faint. After the blood ftood a- 
bout two hours, the feru . feparated from the 


craflamentum. I tapped again three tines, 
about fixteen days between cach; but the fluid 


drawn in thefe laft was clear and like water. He 
died March rath. And, upon difiection, the ap- 
pearances were as follows : 

Yhe thorax was fuil of water; the lungs had 
feveral {mall waite fpots uponthem ; the heart was 
much faalier than natural; the liver was very full 


of hard {chirrous tumors, one in particular, lar- 


aflcakcd from the liver; the inteftines were 


er than the reft, weighed ten ounces, when 


quite 
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quite deftitute of fat, and the omentum entirely 
deftroyed ; the peritoneum was much thickened ; 
and the {tomach exceedingly fmall. The {pleen, kid- 4 
neys, and gall-bladder, in their natural ftate. From - 

thefe appearances, I think their can be no doubt, 

that this man’s diforder originated from a difeafe 

of the liver. Upon a ftrict and carefu! examina- 

tion of the body, when opened, there was not 4 
the leaft appearance of any veflel ruptured or 
wounded; neither could any have been wounded 4 
while the operation for the paracentefis was per- 
forming. 


IV. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe in which obftinaie Affections 
of the Inteftines were radically cured by the 
difcharge of a great number of Subftances refem- 
bling Hydatides, from the ufe of Purgatives.~ 
By Dr William Scott, Phyfician at Hawick, 
Roxburghfhire, communicated to Dr Duncan. 


Young gentleman between twenty-five and 

thirty years of age, for cighteen months 

was frequently fubjected to colics, with flatulencies, 
M 3 coltivenefs, 


* 
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coftivenefs, racking pains through his bowels, e- 
fpecially about the umbilical region, a low and 
creeping pulfe, and faintnefs, with a loathing and 
ficknefs about the ftomach. In that condition I 
faw him frequently, and found him always relie- 
ved by emolient and carminative injections, and 
anodyne juleps, taken by the mouth. After the 
pain ceafed, a dofe of elixir facrum, was, in gene- 
ral, given him. But {till he had frequent returns, 
efpecially upon catching cold, or eating any kind 
of windy food; they commonly went off in twelve 
or twenty-four hours, upon the ufe of thefe me. 
dicines. But, being agaiu f.ized with one of them, 
which yielded but little to the medicines for four 


> 


— 


or five days, another phyfician was called, who 
ordered the following medicines. 


Elix. proprietat. je/cunciam. 
Ting. ad ftomach. uncias quingue. M. 


A table fpoonful was directed to be taken every 
morning and afternoon, ina glafs of white-wine. 
If it purged much, it was directed to be inter- 
mitted fora day ortwo. 4st the fame time, he 
drank a tea-cupful of {trong chamomile tea every 
morning. This method was perfevered in near 
twenty days. ‘The laft week of that time, he 


began 
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began to void by ftool, fubftances, of a brown 
colour, fome about the fize of nuts, and fome as 
big as walnuts, which were bags that contained 
matter of a yellow hue, like pus, befides a great 
many empty ones that had broken. i have feen ~ 
eight or ten pafled in one ftool. The number 
was great, for he voided more or few: r for feven 
or eight daystogether. ‘\frer this difcharge, he 
began to recover his appet'te, ftreneth, and fpi- 
rits. And he has never again had any return of 
his complaints. 


V. 


The Hiftory of a fractured Sternum. By Mr 
George Borthwick Surgeon to the 14th Regi- 
ment of Dragoons. 


N of the men belonging to the 14th regi- 
ment had his breaft violentiy fqueezed a- 


gainft a manger, by a vicious horfe which he was 

dreffing in the ftable. 
When | faw him, which was about ten minutes 
after the accident, he complained of violent pain 
in the breaft, which extended to each fide, and of 
M 4 a 
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a difficulty in breathing. On examining the 
{ternum, | found it fractured tranfverfely, imme- 
diately above the joining of the cartilages of the 
fourth ribs. A grating noife was diftin@ly heard 
at the fracture, both in the time of infpiration and 
expiration; and the folution of continuity was 
{till more cvident on handling it ; at the fame 


time, the extremity of the one fragment did not 
rife above the other. 


Having found what I have now mentioned to 
be the cafe, [immediately took twelve ounces 
of blood from his arm, had him carefully con- 
veyed to bed, when I applied a broad flannel 
ro'ler around the thorax, and a comprefs of the 
fame fubftance on the courfe of the fternum, un- 
der the roller, which was made to go but once 
round the body, that I might the more conveni- 
ently and fafely unbind it afterwards when necef- 
fary. ‘The bandage was not applied fo tight as 
to affect refpiration, but was intended merely to 
preferve a general fteadinefs in the parts, which 
it certainly did, as the grating noife in the frac- 


ture was not to be heard from the time of its ap- 
plication. 


‘Vhe firft night after the accident he refted 
very il, and when I faw him in the morning, I 


found 
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found he had contracted a cough, which, though 
flight, occafioned violent pain in the whole cheft, 
and at the fracture. ‘This fymptom foon yielded 
to a fecond bleeding, and fome mild diaphore- 
tics. From the third day after the accident, he 
continued to do well until the 9th day, when he 
becaine coimatofe, and remained ftupid for fifteen 
hours, after which he perfeétly recovered his fen- 
fes, perhaps owing to finapifins which I applied to 
his feet. He now complained of a numbnefs in 
the right-fide, which was fo great, that the fkin 
was inienfible to the puncture of a needle. Af- 
ter this he continued to recover daily, and was 
perfectly well in the fpace of feven weeks. The 
numbnefs in his fide continued more than 
two months, but went entirely off. During the 
whole of his illnefs, the pain from the fracture, 
and difficulty of breathing, were much lefs than 
might have been expected. 


VI, 


| 


- 
— 


| 


| 
a 
Qi 
7 
. 
Ay 
vr 
4 
as 
| 


~ 


Zz 


VI: 


Extra of a Letter from Mr Richard Pew, Sur- 
geon at Wellinborough, Northamptonflire, to 
Dr Duncan, giving an Account of an aftonifh- 
ing recovery after a Wound through the Lungs. 


following inftance of recovery appeared 
to me fo aftonifhing, that I thought you 
might reckon it not unworthy a place in the Me- 


dical Commentaries. I had the relation from a 
friend of mine, on whom I can depend, who af- 
fures me the fufferer is a man of honour and ve- 
racity. He is a Lieutenant in the Eaft India 
Company’s marines, and went as a volunteer to 


the fiege of Janna, where he received the fhot. 


I have here tranfcribed his own words, and have 
defired my friend to get a more particular ac- 
count from the iurgeons who attended. But, as 
it will be two years before that can arrive, | fend 


you the account ia its preient flate. 


‘ON a forlorn hope to fill the ditch after a 
breach was made in the walls, I had the honour 
¢o command the firft divifion of thofe who car- 

ried 
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ried the fand-bags, fafcines, &c. and had it in 
charge, amongft others, to fee that duty executed. 


We had a party of 140 grenadiers to cover 
us, of which only 30 returned. I was myfelf the 
firft officer that fell. 1 was ftooping to heave a 
fand-bag into the ditch, when a flug-ball from a 
gingal piece ina flaking baftion, entered juft 
above my kidneys, in the left fide of my back, 
and lodged amongift the bones under my right 
arm-pit ; it wounded my {tomach, went through 
my lungs, and likewife in aimall degree wound- 
ed my liver. How I have recovered to what I 
am, God knows; but it is to the greatett afto- 
nifhment of the faculty, who always thought it 
mortal. And I fuppofe there is no inftance of 
any one’s recovering of fuch a wound. I have, 
at times, difcharged from places cut through into 
my body, a gallon or more matter at once ; and 
as greata quantity of the decoction of myrrh and 
bark were injected into the wounds, at different 
times of the day, to keep them clean, and pre- 
vent mortification. What was injected into my 
back would come immediately through the 
wound of my lungs into my mouth, and almoft 
fuffocate me. And, fome things that I eat pafled 
through the wound of iny ftomach, in the fame 
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{tate out at my back. In fhort, to defcribe what 
I have gone through, is more than poflible, or 
{carcely to be conceived. I kept my bed eleven 
long months, and am not yet capable to do duty, 
as | difcharge from my lungs, through my mouth, 
a great quantity of matter, and fometimes blood. 


However, | have done with the doétors, I 
hope, and am ina fair way to get a perfect cure. 
I had thoughts of coming to England; but my 
cure there would be uncertain, as it is a rainy 
climate which always affects me in a very fen- 
fible degree. 


SECT. 
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Medical News. 


modern phyfcians have acquired a 
greater degree of celebrity than the late M. 
de Bordeu, who was no !lefs remarkable for his 


extenfive reputation, than for the fingularity of 
his do€trines. We therefore flatter ourfe!ves, 


that our readers will not be forry to fee fou. ac- 
count of them and their author in this place. 
And, for this account, we cannot oinit the pre- 
fent opportunity of returning thanks to Dr Sim- 
mons, to whofe kind aflu‘iance this work has 
often been indebted, 


Theophilus de Bordeu’ was bora at Iefte, in 
the province of Bearn, on the 22d of February 
1722. He might be faid to have poff-Acd an 
hereditary tafte for phyfic, hoth his father aad 
grandfather having phyucians of 
rable eminence, and lkewile two of his brotiir. 9, 
one of whom, Francis de Bordeu, is itil iivin:e, 


and 


rg al 
> 
25 
4 
= 
> 
| 
+ 
AR 
{3 
4 
€ 
= 
aa 
bx 
“th. 


192 MEDICAL 


and practifes with great reputation at Bareges. 
M. de Bordeu began the ftudy of medicine at 
Montpcllier, where he took. a bachelor’s degree 
in phyfic in 1742. The thefis he defended on 
this occafion, de fenfu generice confiderato, feems 
to have included the fundamental principles 
of ali the works he has fince publifhed. In this 
thefis, he confidered all the organs of the living 
body as being each of them endued with a pe- 
culiar fenfibility, and with a decifive difpofition 
for certain fenfations or movements, on which 
the harmony of all the funétions efflential to life 
feemed to depend. In fhort, his opinion was 
briefly this ; that every organ of the body pof- 
Jeffes a principle of life, in fome meafure pecu- 
liar to itfelf, and independent of the reft of the 
fyftem ; and that, by the concurrence and agree- 
ment of all thefe feparate functions, the general 
life and health of the fyftem are eftablifhed and 
fupported. 


ATs 
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The profeflors of Montpellier were fo well 
pleafed with this fpecimen of the young de Bor- 
deu’s abilities, that they excufed him from many 
of the forms commonly required of candidates 
for the doctorate. ‘Lhis indulgence, however, 
only feemed to itimulate him in his ftudies, and 
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we find him, in the fame year, defending ano- 
ther academical differtation on the chyle, chylifi- 
cationis hiftoria. After receiving the degree of 
Doctor, he remoyed from Montpellier to Pa- 
ris, in the year 1746, and remained there 
three years, attending medical lectures, and the 
practice of the Charité hofpital. In 1749 he 
returned home, carrying with him the appoint- 
ment of intendant of the mineral waters of Bare- 
ges. Thefe waters were at that time very much 
neglected ; but the writings of M. de Bordeu 
foon gave them celebrity. He likewife deliver- 
ed acourfe of le€tures on furgery and midwifery 
at Pau, the capital of Bearn, -and, about this 
time, communicated a very ingenious paper to 
the French academy of iciences, on the articula- 
tion of the bones of the face. Pau was too nar- 
row a circle fora man of M.de Bordeu’s ex- 
tenfive abilities, and, in 1753, we find him again 
at Paris, publifhing his inquiries concerning the 
diiferent pofitions, as well as the action of the 
glands ; * Recherches fur les differentes pofitions 
des glandes et fur leur action.’ About this time 
he affifted the authors of the Encyclopedia. ‘The 
article Crifis in that work, which marks the ex- 
tenfive erudition of the writer, was communi- 
cated by M. de Bordeu. In the fame year too, 
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his differtations on fcrophulous tumors was re- 
ceived by the academy of furgery. 


No perfon is allowed to practife medicine in Paris 
without being either a member of the faculty there, 
or phyfician tofome of the royal family. hefe 
Jatter appointments, if we except thofe of firft 
phyfician, and one or two others, «re commonly 
purchafed, and are of courfe lefs ionourable 
than the going through the forms of the univer- 
fity. M. de Bordeu, therefore, preferred the 
latter, and fet out with a thefis on a curious fub- 
ject, an omnes corporis partes digeftioni opitulentur ? 
In this inquiry he pointed out the influence of 
the ftomach on all the other parts of the bo- 
dy, and vice verfa. He likewife confidered the 
{tomech as the feat and centre and fupport of all 
the ciiorts of the living body, and of almoft all 
its fympathies. ‘The truth of this ingenious doc- 
trine is every day more and more acknowledged. 
His fecond thefis was intended to prove the fa- 
lutary effects of hunting, Venatio caeteris exerci- 
tationibus falubrior. This was followed by a dif- 
fertation on the waters of Aquitaine, a practical 
paper, which was very much read and admired 
at the time. 
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M. de Bordeu had no fooner paffed thro’ the 
forms of the univerfity, than he was elected phy- 
fician to the charity hofpital ; and foon after this, 
in the year 1756, put out his inquiries on the 
pulfe ; Recherches fur le pouls par rapport aux 
crifes. This, which was the moft famous of all 
his publications, and which was p:rhaps the great 
means of bringing him into vogue as a practical 
phyfician, has been very differently received. 
The fame fundamental principles prevail in this 
as in his other works. He fuppofes that an af- 
feétion of any particular organ will occafion a 
peculiar variation in the ftate of the pulfe ; and 
that a careful attention to this will lead us to a- 
{certain the feat of the difeafe, and the channel 
through which nature means to operate a crifis. 
He diftinguifhes a great variety of organic pulfes ; 
but his moft general divifion is into fuperior and 
inferior pulfes ; and he founds this on an obfer- 
vation, that the action of the parts feated above 
the diaphragm, and of thofe below it, excite very 
different impreffions on the circulatory fy{tem. 
M. de Bordeu had certainly no great claim to o- 
riginality on this fubject. Solano’s doctrines were 
well known in France at the time he wrote ; fo 


that he could only be faid to have adued fome- 
Vou. V. No. 18. N thing 
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thing to a fyftem, which becomes every day more 
prob ematical. In this country there are few, 
we «ay perhaps go fo far as to fay no phyficians 
of rpute, who efpoufe the doctrine of the pulfe 
as it is delivered either by Solano or de Bordeu. 
In France, it has indeed fome few advocates. M. 
M. Michel, Foquet, and Menuret, have each of 
them puaslfhed their obfervations on this fubjeét ; 
ani M. Gardane, who has given us the eulogy 
of Ivi. de Bordeu, is one of his moft zealous ad- 
mircrs. Upon the whoie, however, we are led 


to fufpect, that the love of novelty has gone far- 
ther than found and accurate obfervation, towards 


the making of profelytes to the do&trine of the 
organic puile. 


In 1764, great difputes arofe amongft the phy- 
ficians at Paris on the fubject of innocuiation. 
_M. ce Bordeu was one of the few who was for 
the toleration of this practice, and publifhed, on 
this occafion, obfervations on certain points of 
midicail biftery, Recherches fur quelques points de 
dela tedecine. tn tins werk he fup. 
cnet phyhcians inay very proper.y be arran- 
ced i: to the feveral cliffs of cupirics, Jogiatilts, 
phuofophers, and theologians 3 and then he goes 
an to prove, that neither of thefe have a risht to 
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oppofe themfelves to innoculation. . This little 
work is interfperfed with a variety of agreeable 
and inftructive anecdotes. ‘Three years after 
this he put out his Recherches fur le corps muqueux 
ou organe celiulaire, a work intended to illuftrate 
the doctrine of the pulfe, and to throw new light 
on the practice of phyfic. In this performance, 
the author confidered the cellular fubflance as 
the great principle of nutrition which involves 
and pervades every part of the body. ‘This was 
indeed no new doctrine, tho’ treated perhaps in 
a more €xtenfive way, and more particulariy ap- 


plied to pathological purpofes than had been - 


hitherto done. ‘The author attempted, by means 


of this cel'ular organ, or tiffe muqueux, as he 


{tiled it, to explain the operation of veficatories, 
and other topical applications, and likewife to 
clear up many obfcure paflages of Hippocrates. 
In this work fome old and negiected doctrines, 
fuch as that of a crucial divifion of the body, 
were again attempted to be revived. The author 
argued not onty for the tranfverfe civifion of the 
body, by means of the diaphragm, into fuperior 
and inferior parts, but likewife for a perpendicu- 
lar feparation of the machine, which, he obferves, 


is evidently marked out by the bones and mulcies . 
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from the fummit of the head to the pubis. He 
confidered each of thefe divifions as of great 
importance in the ftudy of difeafes. ‘Thirteen 
years after this, M. de Bordeu’s laft publication 
made its appearance. To this work, which is 
the firfl volume of a treatife on chronic difeafes, 
we find not on'y his own naine, but likew:fe the 
namics of his father and brother prefixed. At 
the head of the perforsnance, there appears, by 
way of introcuction, a very learned and philofo- 
phical difcourfe on the origin and progrefs of 
phyfic. Hitherto M. de Bordeu had confined 
his views principally to the ftate of the foilids ; 
but, in this work, we find him analyfing the 
fluids of the body with great accuracy and pre- 
cifion, both in an healthy and difeated {tate. This 
work, wiich promifed to be a very ufeful one, 
was intended to be continued in feveral volunes; 
but an irregular gout gradually undermined the 
health of the ingenious editor, and death put a 
finai period to his labours in November 1776. 
About a year before this event took place, find- 
ing his health declining, he had recourfe to the 
waters cf Bagnieres. £1] am going,’ faid he, in 
a lctrer to one of his friends, * to fee if the Naiads 
‘of my country will relieve my gout and rheu- 
| matifm, 
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¢matifm. I have recommended fo many patients 
‘to them in my time, that it will be ungrateful 
‘in them not to do fome good offices for ime in 
‘their turn.? He came back from thefe waters 
feeming'y in better health, tho’ in reality not 
much mended. He feared an attack of apoplexy. 
In his younger days the celebrated Fizes had gi- 
ven it as his opinion, that he would one cay 
or other be expofed to fuch an attack. ‘The 
fame pbyfician had faid of the late Profeffor Ve- 
nel, who was the friend and fellow fltudent of M. 
_ de Bordeu, that he had a difpofition to putrid 
diathefis, which wou'd probably prove fatal to 
him. Venel’s death, about a year before this, 
in a way which confirmed the truth of M. Fizes’s 
prognoftic, made a fenfible impreflion on M. de 
Bordeu, who, on the 24th of November, was 
found dead in his bed. This gave occafion to 
fome of the Parifian wits to obferve, * that death 
¢ was fo much afraid of M. de Bordeu, that he 
‘had taken him while eflecp.? He had feen his 
patients as ulual the day before, and in the e- 
vening had complained of a flight fpafmodic af- 
fe€tion about the thighs and ftoimach, but not in 


any alarming degree. His body was opened, 
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but without affording any marks of difeafe. His 
death was therefore afcribed to retrocedent gout. 


During the fpace of twenty years, M. de Bor- 
dcu enjoyed a moft extenfive practice, chiefly a- 
mongft perfons of the higheft diftinétion. His o- 
pinions, as we have before obferved, are, per- 
haps, not all of them conformable to experience. 
His doctrine of the pulle feems to have more of 
plaufibility in it than truth, but, like all his o- 
ther doirines, fhews a great degree of genius, 
and an extenfive erudition ; and, if we confider 
that Ni. de Bordeu joined to thefe a pleafing 
perfon, together with a moft polite and engaging 
addrefs, and great ailiduity and humanity in his 
attendanes, by which, and the charms of his con- 
verfation, he feldom failed to acquire the confi- 
dence of his patients, we fhall then be no long- 
cr furprifed at the facuity with which he acqui- 
red his reputation. He prefcribed but few medi- 
Clings, Was very of blood-letting, and at- 
icnaed carsiuliy to mature. He pofleffed that 
mafteriy cye which ¢.{Suguifhes at once all the 
haenomena of he was very fuccefsful 
mi bis ae. and never to tenacious of his own 
opinions as not to readily to thofe of others. 
All thefe Lcing rarely found united in 

one 
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one man, the reader will not hefitate to pro- 
nounce, that M. de, Borde was deferyedly con- 


The following account + of the late earthquake 
was communicated ‘to Dr Duncan in a letter 
trom Dr Percival of Manchetter. | 


- 


ON Sunday the at If 
o’clock in the forenoon, a fevere fhock of an 
earthquake was felt here, which extended it- 
felf through a circuit-of more than 300 miles. 
The morning was unclouded and ferene ; the 
wind was ealterly, but fuddenty veered into the 
oppofite quarter, about. the time of the catth- 
quake ; and the air was temperately warm, with- 
out any fulphureous or other offenfive vapours. 


‘The fummer has been cold and wet ; but, ‘to- 
wards the end of Auguft, the weather changed, 
and has continued dry and pleafant, with few in- 
termiflions, to the prefent time, September the 
26. 1777. The aurora bore:lis has not often 
appeared ; and ftorms of thunder and hghtiuing 
have been uncommonly rare. ‘lwo montns ago, 
a water fpout is faid to have fallen near ud- 
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dersfield, a town in Yorkfhire, between twenty 
and thirty miles diftant from Manchefter. 


During the fpace of three weeks before the 
earthquake, vegetation was obferved to be un- 
commonly v:gorous. On the Saturday preceding, 
an electrical machine collected more fire than it 
had ever been known to do before. 


Different churches in this town feem to have 
been very differently affe€ted by the fhock. 
St John’s church was moft, St Paul’s leaft agi- 
tated. ‘lhe former is built of ftone, upon a dry, 


rocky foundation ; and the galleries are fupport- 


ed by pillars of caft iron. The latter ts a brick- 
buiiding ; has a clayey, wet foundation; and a 
fewer runs under it. Four leaden fpouts alfo, 
which convey the rain from the roof, appear to 
pafs into the ground. I fay, appear to pals, be- 


' caufe at the bottom they are covered with wood, 


and the clergyman of the church has not yet af- 
certained the fact. 


The bell of St Mary’s church was heard to 
ring during the fhock. An eletrical rod paffes 
through the fteeple, which may perhaps account 
for this peculiarity. 
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The fhock was trifling at my country-houfe 
at Harthill, which has many high trees about it ; 
whereas, it was feverely felt at a gentleman’s 


houle in the neighbourhood, not fo circumftan- 
ced. 


A noife was antecedent to the concuffion, and 
gave the alarm to many perfons who were infen- 


fible of the fhock. It was particularly loud in 
feveral houfes which have eleétrical conductors. 


Few travellers, either on horfe-back or in car- 
riages, perceived the earthquake. The paflage- 
boat upon the Duke of Bridgewater’s canal, was 
fuddenly {topped in its courfe, as if it had ftruck 
upon a cable, or other obftacle. Many perfons 
feemed to be eleétrified by the fhock, and wan- 
dering rheumatic pains fucceeded it. 


A lady received a fudden ftroke on her head, 
during the earthquake. She was ftanding ina 
clofet, on the outfide wall of which, oppofite to 
' her head, a leaden fpout terminated, fo as to form 
an imperfect conductor. I am informed by a 
gentleman, whofe cattle graze in a large pafture 
near his houfe, that he obferved them to be ex- 
ceedingly agitated before the earthquake; and 

that, 
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that, previous to it, they all ran to their ufual 
place of fhelter in ftorms. 


Thefe fa&ts cannot be explained by any fuppo- 
fition of fermentations or-explofions in the bowels 
of the earth, unlefs they be confidered as agents 
in the produétion and accumulation of the elec- 
trical fluid. And many of them feem to con- 
firm the theory of Dr Stukely and Signior Bec- 

‘Caria concerning earthquakes. But, in whatever 

manner fuch awful and tremendous events may 
be accounted for, the pious philofopher, when 
he contemplates them, extends his views beyond 
all fecondary caufes ; and, directing them to the 
great Author of the univerfe, regards the laws 
of nature only as the exertions of his divine e- 
nergy. 

** My friend Dr Priefiley, to whom I have 
communicated the preceding obfervations, and 
who is much better acquainted with eleAtricity 
than I am, feems to be fully fatisfied that the iate 
earthquake is not to be afcribed to any fubterra- 
neous caufe. And he is perfuaded, that he fhall 

be able to produce fimilar phaenomena, by means 
a powerful and magnificent eledtrical 
snachine, new in the pofiefhon of Lord Shelburne, 
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from which he has feen fparks taken, in the open 
air, at the diftance of twenty inches. 


Extract of a letter from Andrew Daly, M. D. 


and Archiater at Bayreiith in Franconia, to Dr 
Duncan. 


‘ The judicious writer, who fo rationally explodes 
the pretended miracles of the impoftor Gaffner, 
in the isth number of the Medical Commenta- 
ries, is, however, mifinformed when he fays, that 
the celebrated De Haen fided with Gaffner, and 
publifhed a work De Miraculis, which was fup- 
prefied. In that work, which is really extant, 
the learned author, very elaborately refutes all 
thefe pretended marvellous operations; and I 
therefore tranfcribe from it, for your perufal, 
fundry paragraphs, in which Dr De Haen gives 
his opinion on the fubject. Dr De Haen was, 
‘indeed, extremely inftrumental in expofing the 
whole affair in its proper light to their Imperial 
Majefties ; and, by their order, Gaflner’s ma- 


noeuvres were at length prohibited. Dr De | 


Haen pubiifh>la volume De Magia, about two 
years before his laft work De Miraculis made its 
appearance. 


; 
~ 
7 
a 
a 
fi 
7 


206 MEDICAL 


appearance. He infcribed both to Cardinal Fu. 
genius. The dedicatory epiftle prefixed to the 
latter is dated in February 1776. Soon after this 
Dr De Haen perceived fymptoms of an afthma, 
and his legs became’ great!y inflated. In the 
courfe of the fummer, Profeffor Jacquin, his 
phyfician, defired a friend to inform me that Dr 
De Haen was much relieved by eating a large 
quantity of herrings ; he died, however, not long 
after this. Dr De Haen, when very young, bad 
feveral attacks of an hereditary gout, which he 
entirely removed by a ftrict m:ik dict at that time ; 
and afterwards enjoyed pertect health to the age 
of about feventy. 


This ingenious man, who honoured me 
with his friendfhip, wes as amiabie in pri- 
vate life as he was indefatigable in his pu- 
blic character. He was, perhaps, too apt to cri- 
ticife with acrimony, and was very warm in main- 
taining any opinions he had efpoufed. This tem- 
per, a very unhappy one in a man of letters, cre- 
ated him an incredible number of adverfaries, 
who have an open field for retaliation, by his ha- 
ving written fo elaborately and theologically De 
Magia and De Miraculis. ‘The only apology I 
think can be made to free Dr De Haen from the 


virulence of cenfure, is, that it is not unworthy 
of 
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of any author to undertake the refutation even 
of ridiculous fuperftitious notions, when they are 
prejudicial to fociety: And, had he lived longer, 
I have reafon to believe that the doctrine of thofe 
whom he calls, in his work De Miraculis, mag- 
netici medict, would not have efcaped him. Guff- 
ner’s temporary reputation will, I prefume, make 

\ many laugh in Great Britain at the ignorance 
and credulity of the Germans ; but the Germans 
wil! have a fufficient fund for retaliation, when 
they are told that a German urine-prophet, or 
mock-doétor, found means to enrich himfelf, e- 
ven in the metropolis of the Britifh Empire, at 
the expence of the public credulity.” 


The paragraphs referred to in this letter, ex- 
tracted from Dr De Haen’s work entitled De 
Miraculis liber, Francofurti et Lipfae, ex officina 
Eflingeriana 1776, are the following : 


Praefatio pag. 15. Utque adeo numerofiffimi illi 
(Energumeni), qui nunc Germaniam inundent, 
aut fimplices, aut vafri homines fint, quorum Sa- 
thanas perfonatus, vel ipfis vitam defidiofam ad 
tempus conciliet, vel infernalem fuam aftutiam at- 
que vafritiem explendi facultarem praebeat, vel 
theatralem coronam Sycophantis Exorciftis impo- 
nat. Idem pag. 23. Sententia mea de nuperiori- 
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bus in Gallia miraculis operi deeft prae defec- 
tu monumentorum ad horum difcuffionem necef- 
fariorum. 

Caput quintum de Miraculis, pag. 142. R.D. 
Johannes Jofephus Gafiner, natus anno 1727, die 
20 Augufti in Braz prope Bludenz, in circulo 
Suevico, ftudia fua peregit in univerfitate Pragenfi, 
et Ocnopontana. facerdos faétus eft an. 1750. Ab 
anno 1758 p*xochus in Klofterle diaecefeos curi- 
ac, adverfa valetudine, ut narrat, ab annis quatuor 
antequam parochus fieret, laborabat ; ut nunc 
atrophiam nunc apoplexiam metuerit ; opem mul- 
tam a medicis Oenopontanis tentavit. Medico- 
rum pervolvendis operibus fe dedit. Cum om- 
nia fruftra tentaflet, Pag. 143. dubitare coepit, 
an non laboraret morbo praeternaturali? Hanc- 
que ob caufam experiri voluit, num forte prae- 
ceptis Diabolo in nomine Fefu datis curari pofiet. 
Dictum factum curavit fe fic, ut annis 16 nulla 
inquerit ope medica. Pag. 144. Fama Fe/vetiam, | 
Tyrolem, et Sueviam explens, fingulis pofteriori- 
bus annis plus 400 imo 500 ad ipfum in Klofferle 
curandi convolarent, inde parocinia relicta, plura 
joca peragratus, diuturniore tempore, Elvange, 
tandem fub aufpiciis epifcopi Ratifbonenfis fua 
portenta Ratifbonae perfecit. Portenta hujus fa- 
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cerdotis multi admirati funt. Haud pauci, five 
fuperttitioni, five mimorum atque argyrtarum fal- 
laciis, eadem tribuerunt. Orta hinc inde libello- 
rum ingens feries, Pag. 145. quos omnes pof- 
fideo. Sicuti extracta Protocolli epifcopalis Ra- 
tifbonenfis, quae accurate omnes Gafineri pro- 
ceffus notarunt. Unde maxime authentica mca 
hiftoria erit. Pag. 146. Morbos in naturales et 
daemoniacos difpecit. Complures pariter mor- 
bos effe fatetur, quos partiny Sathan, partim na- 
tura gignat. Pag. 147. Daemoniacos innuniera- 
biles fe curate aflerit, nec non alios quos non 
obfeffos, fed circumcefios a diabolo ; vocat circum- 
cefios eos efie, in quibus diabolus morbos pro- 
ducit. Pag, 151. Neque quemadmodun, ut in 
Evangelio ufque ad legionem, fed ad centuin mil- 
jia ad milliones, ad milliones decem; tam certo 
novit, daemonum in imo homine fimul inefie, et 
ex epiicopali protocollo in uno cafu hunc nume- 
10,000,cc0 expulit. Pas. 156. Singulis a 
fe exorcizatis, ct, ut ait, curatis, ad pharmaciam 
pergere mancat, quae in Elvangen unica erat, 
ut fiatuto praetio, oleum, balfamum, aut fpiritum, 
&c. emant, imo etiam annulos guibus infculp- 
tum fit fanctiff. Jefu nomen. Par. Ist. Virt fa- 
pientes indignabuntur in mie, pergit De Flacn, ut 
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qui acta agam, qui /Ethiopem lavem, quando- 
quidem tantam fapiant haec opera, fatuitatem, va- 
nitatem, temeritatem, inanitatem, impietatem, 
ut acternis potius tenebris fepeliri, quam poftero- 
rum memoriae, confervari deberent. Si omnes 
homines fic judicarent memoriam illorum fuffo- 
cafle, quam refricafle praeftaret : Verum, cum 
fummi in ecclefia atque republica viri, ea ut ve- 
ra miracula tueantur, fuaque autoritate idem ple- 
bi perfuadeant, necefle omnino eft extreina ten- 
tare, ut quid de iilis fentiendum fit demonftretur, 
Pag. 159. Ita Gaffneri lufus theatrales, Gaffneri 
impictates, Gaffneri barbaries, nos in indignatio- 
nem crga illum ducunt. Pag. 166. Nonne in 
legitimam fufpicionem incidat fimoniacifmi, quod 
cum fuo pharmacopoeo, qui 200 emptores fimul 
quandoque falutat, turpiter colludat? Pag. 167. 
Finis, alter, Gaflneri miraculorum eft, ut ait ipfe 
Gaflner, ut cogatur Diabolus publice fateri 
quantum emolumenti inferno, et quantum detri- 
menti ecclefiae focietatis Jefu diffolutione accefle- 
rit. Pag. 170: Hoc jubente Gaffnero, in pluri- 
bus occafionibus faffus eft diabolus, fed nunquam 
apertius quam anno 1774 die 8 Decembr. ex pro- 
tocollo ep:ifcopali. Pag. 171. Refpondet Diabo- 
lus horrendo ejulatu fe convolvens. Pag. 173. 

‘ Vos, 
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© Vos, o homines ipfa hac Jefuitarum diffolutione 
ab una parte magnuin ecclefiae fulcrum perdi- 
diftis, ab altera notabile mihi lucrum conciliaftis.’ 
Pag. 174. Sed gratulor imperio Romano, (ait De 
Haen), audio hoc momento Augultiff. Jofephi Se- 


cundi autoritate prohibitos fuos fibi exorcifmos 
Gafinero effe. 


Some years ago, Mr Louis of the French acade- 

my of furgery wrote to his friend Profeflor Cam- 

| per, then at Groningen, that a young furgeon 
had propofed a new operation to the Academy 
in cafes of narrow pelvis, by dividing the fym- 

phyfis pubis, in preference to the Caefarean ope- 

ration. ‘The academy confidered this as an ex- 
traordinary project, rather than as a practicable o- 
peration. Profeffor Camper was of a different. 
opinion, and began by trying the experiment on 

a female cadaver, in which he found, that, with- 

out any material injury to the parts, tie could con- 
fiderably eniarge the cavity ct the pe.vis; he ob- 

ferved, that it would be required to ieparate only 

one of the crura clitoridis, and that the other 

might be eafily ftretched. In order to derer:nine 

from analogy, how far fuch an operation would 

be dangerous to life, he performed the {ection on 
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a living pig, and the animal for fome days was 
unable either to {tand or walk. In the fpace of 
a few weeks, however, it feemed to be perfectly 
recovered, and at the end of three months was 
fattened and killed. Dr Camper preferves the 
bones in his mufeum. The ingenious Profeffor 
made fome attempts to procure a trial of this me- 
thod on a young woman condemned to death at 
Groningen ; but not being able to fucceed in his 
requelt, publifhed the letters that pafled on the 
occafion, together with many ingenious and fatif- 
factory arguments to prove the practicability of 
the operation, and the preference it feems, on 
many accounts, to claim over the Caefarian fec- 
tion ; the alnoft certain fatality of which is 
wel! known. | 


This publication, by a man who has long been 
defervedly eminent for anatomical and furgical 
knowledge, did not fail to draw the attention of 
furgeons to this fubj-ct, and, accordingly, the 
operation has lately been performed at Paris. 


‘Lhe following extract of a letter from Paris, 
dated October 13th, communicated by Mr Ait- 
ken furgeon in Edinburgh to Doétor Duncan, 
gives fome account of this operation, as perform- 
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ed by M. Sigault an aucoucheur in Paris, as well 
as of fome other articles of the medical news. 

© We have daily inftances of amazing cures 
performed in nervous diforders by ele¢tricity, as 
likewife by the load{tone applied to the occiput 
and neck in epilepfy, and fome other {tates of the 
brain. 

© There have been feveral cures lately perform- 
ed in venereal and other malignant and obftinate 
ulcers, by the application of the folar rays, by 
means of a burning-glafs. 


The fection of the cartilage connecting the 
offa pubis, has been fuccefsfully performed here ; 


they left an hiatus of two inches and a half, and 
yielded a free paffage to the child in four minutes 
and a half. The woman had before this four 
children, which were extracted picce-meal.’ 


The following letter from Paris which lately 


appeared in the London news-papers, gives a far- 
ther account of the fuccefs of this operation, and 


of the perfec recovery of the woman. 
¢ On the 3d of December 1777, Souchot, the 
foldier’s wife, attended by her hufband, and car- 
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rying her young fon in her arms, prefented her- 
Self to the members of the faculty affembled in 
their fiall, She walked alone up a {ftair-cafe of 
about twenty [teps, to the room where the doc- 
tors were fitting 5 fhe there walked about in their 
prefence, and made, with eafe, all the motions 
neceflary for walking, and gave fatisfactory an- 
fwers to all the queflions put to her. The child 
was put ona table, and received by all the gentle- 
men prefent, as a child whofe birth made him 
precious to the faculty. 


‘Mir Sigault read afterwards his report, in 
which he gave the reafons which determined him ° 
to cut the fymiphyfis, fhewed the manner in which 
he proceeded to perform the operation, and the 
confequences that followed. ‘| he report was well 
written, and received with great applaufe. Mefirs 
Grandelas and Defcemet, who had been appoint- 
ed by the faculty to infpeét into the affair, report- 
ed, that the woman had the fymphyfis cut; thatthe 
child came into the world in perfeé& health ; that 


the mother was quite recovered; and that fhe 
walks as well as ufual. 


‘The 6th inftant the faculty met again; the af- 
fembly was numerous, and it was unanimoufly 
agreed, that a decree fhould pals in the molt ho- 
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nourable terms, to Mr Sigault, exprefling the ap- 
probation of the faculty ; it. was therefore refol- ie 
ved, that a medal fhould be ftruck, on the ex- g 
ergue of which the date fhould appear of the dif- 
covery made by Sigault on the 1ft of Decemver 
1768, and that of the operation performed by 
him Otober 17957.’ 


¥ * 


M. Amad, Eman. de Haller, one of the fena- 
tors of Berne in Switzerland, in the fo'low:mng 
letter to Doctor Samuel *oart Simmons, co fir.as 
the account of the death of his father, the illuitri- 
ous Baron ce Haller, who, during nearly naif a 
century, has held the higheft reputation in his 
profeflion, and whofe death will be defervedly 
lamented by all men of literature. We hope, in 
fome future number of our Commentaries, to be 
enabled to publifh fome account of the life and 
writings of this celebrated man, of whofe death 
his fon gives the following account : 


© Quod mihi, quod conjugi viduae, quod libe- 
ris optimum patrem lugcatibus trifte et acerbum 
accidit, id, univerfa fuperitite familia hortante, ob- 
fequiofifflime tibi fignificandu:in cenfeo, quod et 


officii ratio ita poftulet, cum vivum in amicorum 
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numero habueris, et haud vulgari eum benevo- 
lentia profecutus fis, et noftra tu quoque dolore 
condoleas ; Hallerum nempe tuum, qui te coluit 
inter prios, pluribus jam menfibus multis mag- 
nifgue aegritudinibus confectu:n, perpetuos inter 
labores marafmo tandem opprefflum occubuiffe 
jam feptuagenariuin. Pie et placide animam red- 
didit, ct obdormivit in Domino prid. idus Dec. h. 
viii. vefp. ‘Lu vero, vir ampliffime, quem D. O. 
M. falvum et fuperftitem et felicem rebus huma- 
nis diutiflime intereffe jubeat, nobis et beati viri 
meimoriae fave. Vale. Dab. Bernae poft funus 
clatum, xvii. cal. Jan. MDCCLXxVIII.’ 


It has often been matter of regret, that, of the. 
many ingenious inaugural d'ffertations publifhed 
at Edinburgh, by much the greater part are to- 
tally unknown to the public. Some of thefe, as 
containing the peculiar dotrines and practices of 
proiciiors ; others, as containing ingenious con- 
jeCtures from the candidates themfelves, corrobo- 
rated by experiments, could not fail to afford 
pleafure and inftruction to molt medical readers. 
But, as afew copies only are, in general, printed 
off, intended merely to be diftributed by the can- 

didate 
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didate among his particular friends, they are ne- 
ver, unlefs by accident, to be met with in the 
fhops. Thus the doétrines which they contain 
are publifhed only in a very limited manner. 
And they are often introduced into other works 
in a much lefs diftin€ manner than in the differ- 
tation itfelf. While, at the fame time, the origi- 
nal author of the opinion or difcovery is deprived 
of that credit to which he is entitled. Lhefe 
confiderations have led, at other feats of medical 
literature, to the publication of hefauri, or col- 
leGtions of diflertations, by which valuable effays 
have not only been preferved, but much more 
generally read. But this mode of prefervation 


has been extended only to a very few of thofe 
publifhed at Edinburgh, which have accidentally 


fallen into the hands of foreign collectors. 


It is with pleafure we can inform our readers, 
that a publication is now begun at dinburgh, 
by which this end will be more effectualiy ob- 
tained. A collection of the moit vaiuabie differ- 
tations which have appeared at Edinburgh fince 
the eftablifhment of medical claffes at that place, 
is now fet on foot. And the firft volume of this 
work, which is nearly printed off, will foon be pu- 
blifhed. Befides the ingenious conje€tures which 

O 4 have 


| 


have been thrown out by different ftudents, 


the intelligent reader will receive the moft difting& 
view of the peculiar doétrines which have been 
delivered by the different eminent teachers of 


medicine who have flourifhed at Edinburgh for 
thefe fifty years paft. 


¥ * 


Doétor William Wright, phyfician from Ja- 
maica, who holds the office of furgeon-general to 
that ifland, arrived lately in Edinburgh. This 
gentleman has cuitivated ufeful botany with very 
great fuccefs, and has made feveral very intere(t- 
ing difcoveries. Among others, he has afcertain- — 
ed the plant which yields the fimarouba bark. 


Some time ago he fent a drawing of this plant 
to Dr Hope, profeffor of botany, together with a 
very exact deicription of it, which, it is prefumed, 
will be publifhed in the next volume of the Phy- 
fical and Literary Effays of Edinburgh. Mean- 
while, we may only mention, that Dr Wright 
finds the fimarouba to be truly a dioicous plant, 
contrary to. what has been afferied by late wri- 
ters. 

Dr Wright has enriched this country by bring- 
»g along with him a large collection of na- 

tural 
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tural curiofities, moft of which have an immedi- 
ate tendency to fome ufeful purpofe. Among 
other articles, he has fpecimens of the new fpe- 
cies of Peruvian bark. 


Among other new publications, it gives us 
pleafure to anounce a work on fome important 
fubjects in furgery, which is at prefent in the prefs 
at Edinburgh. This work, which is entitled, 
Chirurgical Effays, treats principally of the va- 
rious terminations of inflammations, and of the 
theory and treatment of ulcers. It is written by 
Mr Benjamin Bell furgeon in Edinburgh, a gen- 
tleman fo much efteemed for his abilities among 
thofe who have the pleafure of being acquainted 
with him, that they muft neceffari!y entertain 


high expectations from any work that he may 
publifh, 


A third edition of the Synopfis Nofologiae 
Methodicae, which was firtt publifhed at Edin- 
burgh, by Dr Cullen, in the year 1769, is now 
in the prefs at that place. The fecond edition of 

this 
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this work, which was publifhed in 1772, was ved 
ry confiderably enlarged ; but, to the prefent e- 
dition, fo many additions are intended to be made, 
that, in place of one volume, it will now form 
two. 


We mentioned in our Jaft number, that a vo- \ 
lume of Medica! Cafes, with Remarks and Ob- 
fervations, which were delivered ina courfe of 

—le&ures by Dr Duncan, was in the prefs at E- 
dinburgh. ‘The publication of that volume has, 
by different accidents, been fomewhat retarded. ’ 
But the greateft part of it is now printed off, and 
it will probably be in the fhops before the end 
of the prefent winter-f{eflion. 


* * 


At the annual election of the Royal College of 
Phyficians in Edinburgh, the following gentlemen 
were chofen to the different offices for the en- 
fuing year. 

Dr Grant Prefident. 

Dr Home vice Prefident. 
Dr Monro Secretary. 
Dr Gardiner Librarian, 


Dr 
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Dr Hope 

Dr Cenfors. 
Dr Hay Treafurer 

Dr Hunter Fifcal. 


The following gentlemen, after having beer 
licentiates of the coilege of phyficians in Edin- 
burgh for the ufual time, have been lately elected 
fellows, viz. Dr Daniel Rutherfoord, Dr James 


Gregory, and Dr Arnold-Bartholemew Bee- 
renbrock. 


* 


The eftablifhment of a public Difpenfary at E- 


dinburgh, which has given rife to a new courfe | 


of medical leétures there, is likely to be produc. 
tive of ftill greater advantage in this refpe& to 
{tudents of medicine at that place. The molt 
important cafes which occurred at the Difpenfa- 
ry, were before felected as the fubje& of cafe-lec- 
tures. And, by this means, the ftudents were pre- 
fented with remarks and obfervations on the ca- 
fes of paticnts whofe difeafes were of fuch a na- 
ture that they muft have been injured by refi. 
dence in an hofpital. 


Hitherto, however, the ftudents attending thefe 
lectures have had an opportunity of feeing the 
practice, 
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practice, and hearing the remarks of one phyfi- 
cian oniy. But the governors of the Difpenfary, 


at their laft annual meeting, appointed Dr Andrew 
Duncan and Dr Charles Webfter conjuné phy- 


ficians to that charity ; and thefe gentlemen pro- 
pofe to deliver a courfe of iectures during the 
enfuing fummer, in which they will be mutually 
concerned. 


‘This courfe will commence about the begin- 
ning of May, and will continue for three months. 
The fee for attendance is one guinea for the lec- 
turcs, and half a guinea as medicine-money. All 
the fiudents who attend this courfe, will alfo be 
entitled to attend the whole practice at the Dif- 

penfary. lectures will be delivered every 


week, one by cach of tie phyficians. D. Dun- 

can will give a cafe-leture every Monday, at e- 
leven o’cloci:, and Dr Webiter every Thurfday, 

at the fanie hour ; befides which, every Tuefday, 

at eleven o’clock, Dr Duncan will read a le€ture, 

confifting of remarks and obfervations on the 

pharmacopoeias of the colleges of phyficians of 

London and Ed:nourgh. 


Thofe tier:en who, from tormer attendance, 
are alreacy perpetual pupi's ac Dr iJuncan’s me- 
dical lectures, will be entitied to the prefent 

courfe 
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courfe without the payment of any other fee than 
that of medicine-money. And to thofe who have 
already attended, or may hereafter attend ary o- 
ther courfe of his le€tures, attendance on the pre- 
fent courfe will be reckoned in the fame manner 


as if the le¢tures were given by Dr Duncan a- 
lone. 


SECT. 
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Lift of New Books. 


Differtation on the inoculated fmall-pox ; 
| A or an attempt towards an inveftigation of 
the real caufes which render the f{mall-pox by in- 
oculation fo much more mild and fafe than the 
fame difeafe when produced by the ordinary. 
means of infection. By John Mudge, furgeon 
at Plymouth. 8vo, London. | 


A felect number of fchirrous and cancerous ca- 
fes fuccefsfully treated by the peculiar remedy of 
Melmouth Guy furgeon. 8vo, London. 


A treatife upon artificial eleétricity, in which 
are given folutions of a number of interefting e- 
Je€trical phaenomena hitherto unexplained, &c. 


Tranflated from the original Italian of Father 
Giam- 
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Giambatifta Beccaria, profeffor of natural philo- 
fophy in the univerfity of Turin. 4to, London. 


An account of the difeafes moft incident to 
children, from their birth to the age of puberty ; 
with a fuccefsful method of treating them. ‘To 
which is added an eflay on nurfing. By George 
Armftrong, M. D. phyfician to the difpenfary. 
8vo, London. 


A treatife on the ufe and abufe of mineral 
waters, &c. By Hugh Smith, M. D. 8vo, 
London. 


I Britifh zoology. By Thomas Pennant, Efq; 
Vol. iV. 4to, London. 


An account of the tenia, or long tape-worm, 

and of the method of treating it, as practifed at 

Morat in Switzerland ; being a tranflation of a 

1 memoir publifhed at Parts, with copperplates. 
8vo, London. 


Obfervations and conje&ures on the nature 
and properties of light, and on the theory of 
comets. By William Cole. 8vo, London. 


Formulae medicamentorum felectae ; or felect 
nrefcriptions of the moft eminent phyficians for 
various difeafes incident to the human body. 
By Edward Fox, apothecary in ordinary to her 

Royal 
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Royal Highnefs the Princefs Amelia. 8vo, Lon- 
don. 


An experimental inquiry into the caufes of the 
changes of colours in opaque and coloured bo- 
dies. With an hiitcrical prefac: velative to the 
parts of philofophy therein exami :‘, and to the 
feveral arts and manufactures dependent on them. 
By Edward Huffey Delaval, F. R.S. gto, Lon- 
don. 

Memoires Litteraires, critiques, vhilologiques, 
et bibliographiques, pour fervir a Viifoire an- 
cienne et moderne de la medecine. gto, Paris. 


Obfervations fur les pertes de fang des fem- 
mes en couches, et fur le moyen de les guerir, 
par M. ‘2 Roux, maitre en chirurgie, a Dijon. 
A Dijon et a Paris. 

Nouvelle methode de traiter les maladies ve- 
neriennes par la funtgation, avec Ics proccs-ver- 
baux des guerifons operées par ce moyen. Par 
Mr Pierre la Louette, dccteur regent de la fa- 
culté de Paris, &c. A Paris. 

Methode eprouvée pour le traitement de la rage, 
pubiié par ordre du gouverncment. A Paris. 


Cu... aiuils fur les maladies des Negres, leurs 
caves, leur traitement, et les moyens de les pre- 
venir, 
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venir. Par M. Dazille, M.D. &c. 8vo, Paris. 


Recherches critiques fur la chirurgie moderne, 
avec des lettres 4 M. Louis, &c. par M. Valen- 
tin du college royal de chirurgie de Paris. A 
Amfterdam et a Paris. 


Semiotice phyfiologicam et pathologicam ge- 
neralem complexa. In ufum praelectionum aca- 
demicarum confcripfit Chriftianus Godofredus 
Gruner, M. D. et Prof. cet. cum privilegio Sax- 
onici Electorali, Halae Magdeburgi. 


De viribus Arnicae fpecimen inaugur. auct. 
Petro Andrea Schutt, Hamburg. Gottingae. 


Letters and effays on the fmall pox, inocula- 
tion, the meafles, the dry belly ach, the yeliow, 
and remitting, and intermitting fevers of the Weft 
Indies, &c. By different practitioners, 8vo, Lon- 
don. 


De caufis phaenomenorum quae obfervantur 
in progreffione morborum epidemicorum lente 
progredientium, praefertim Peftilentiae nominum 
et Luis Bovillae; atque inde nafcente notabilt 
aliquo genere novorum prophylacticorum. Auc- 
tore Chriftoph. Alberto Eichelberg. Neomagi. 
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